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The summer of 1906 was extraordinary hot. All my friends had left
Town, but my poverty made me obliged to stay in London all the while.
However, I envied nobody, because I love London so much. I have been
staying here over nine years, and yet not a single day have I felt tired of
London. Every day I go out, and every day I bring back some fresh

impressions.®
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Indeed the London mist attracts me so that I do not feel I could live in

any other place but London.®)
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December is my favourite month in London. The volume of thick mist
which covers the whole town mystifies every view in a most picturesque
way. The wet pavements reflect everything as if the whole city was built
on a lake. The ladies are generally in furs. These are already quite
enough to make me enjoy the cold. But, moreover, to add to my delight,

the Christmas is coming!®
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Perhaps nobody could ever imagine my most grateful feeling at this
moment, except those of my fellow-country friends who were in Califor-
nia once. Even now, after some thirteen years’ stay in London, I often
have nightmares of California, and wake up in midnight and wonder
where I really am. When [ realise that T am in London I feel so happy.

In the streets first thing I noticed was so many silk hats. Then those
people who were walking seemed to me so gentle, and with very dig-
nified manners. Indeed, in California you cannot walk one block without

hearing swearings. Here you hear apologising words instead.®
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When one gets too hungry one’s nerves always get sharper. My head
was too clear to sleep. I tried not to move quickly, as that made me still

more hungry.®
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Then my pocket began to be dead silent again. How much I envied
those who had any sort of to make livelihood. Even the domestic

servants were my great envyl®
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With such fruitless task day after day I was much discouraged, and

moreover I was so disappointed with this false and faithless world. One
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morning I quite decided to commit suicide, if that day’s task were fruit-
less again. Though I was such a quite worthless little man, and it would
make no difference whatever to the world whether I died or lived, it was
something for me to die. It could not be a joke to me, I was in such a seri-

ous mood.®
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A few years ago there appeared in the doorway of my room a young
Japanese with a portfolio under his arm. He looked tired and pale, but as
he smiled and bowed, difficulty keeping his hands from his knees in
Japanese salutation, I was struck with his quiet dignity, his air of self-
respect, his lustrious, intelligent eyes. Would I look at his drawings of

~ London? Of London?—yes, willingly. Opening his portfolio, he showed
me a bright and luminous drawing of the exterior of Marylebone Church
on a warm, moist day, the buildings and the atmospheric effect al-
together admirable; the figures, of which there were many, so simple
and naive in manner as to suggest a Japanese colour-print. I was
charmed with the combination so artlessly and sincerely evolved, and 1
looked at others—‘Reading the Newspapers in the Free Library,”
“Evening in Trafalgar Square,” “Church Parade in the Park,” “Night
on the Thames Embankment.”’ I promised him I would have them pub-
lished in The Magazine of Art, and 1 bought one or two: his eyes danced,
but no other sign of pleasure did he give—his natural dignity seeming to

forbid any marked demonstration of satisfaction.t?
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