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In the room, there came a silence and a singleness over all their
hearts. They were separate people with separate destinies. Why

should they seek each to lay violent hands of claim on the other?

(178)
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... In the tiny place, with its mere dozen pews, he sat not far
from the stranger. There was a fineness about her, a poignancy about
the way she sat and held her head lifted. She was strange, from far
off, yet so intimate. She was from far away, a presence, so close to
his soul. She was not really there, sitting in Cossethay church beside
her little girl. She was not living the apparent life of her days. She
belonged to somewhere else. He felt it poignantly, as something
real and natural. But a pang of fear for his own concrete life, that

was only Cossethay, hurt him, and gave him misgiving. (32~33)
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He had her in his arms, and, obliterated, was kissing her. And it
was sheer, blenched agony to him, to break away from himself.
She was there so small and light and accepting in his arms, like a
child, and yet with such an insinuation of embrace, of infinite
embrace, that he could not bear it, he could not stand. (46)



BUPNATTFHROBRCI s TW5 ) T4 TREOFEEDHBIOKIC F 2D
DEFELFEORE B LVBERYRE LTS, £ LT EORBEDMID fc i fiim
BRI OIS EROBR N UL BRI ¥ B LD Th s, WHE
DFLbFRCECOERORELHEL OB LT 2D TH Y, Fhi
BLTECMEL LTCORELXEHBRLE>DTH 5,

O U7 Ta2RTRR] &h TE2EG] EA0EHK L o Tr U v AR
ELAL LTS DI, EGORFECERIEA 10K TREDRICH: » 1ok
CELLZERETHD, BHELITHD, L:i3LEThHhbD, 2 THEMEL
LTOBGDNDHHNEMEL b 2XKENCE D, FOHNY F 4, 7OH
FOBVCEFELZ X T LR EHT 5802, ThidiEorELEL
TORCHEETH D, £ T, BLHERTY T4 700 Uh AL EY Rk
DLER R EI LT TRL, Hhi v hEoREEYT 1L TH2850H
NDOARLES, K OELELIEZ IR b 5T B DIEH, AEOEE
WHBES O, MERRREEOME OFEYEHT 2 FORERC Y
TS, ERZ0b0DMIORLEINTACDO LA > T %5 O TH
%o

Fad, VT TOFEOFCLOBRO LI EARCEUAND, &
WHET A RLEROD TS L, BLOFTHLRCELFONTHLEESHT
ROBEL VR D B,

And she put her arms round him as he stood before her, round his
thighs, pressing him against her breast. And her hands on him
seemed to reveal to him mould of his own nakedness, he was
passionately lovely to himself. He could not bear to look at her.
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She was very beautiful then, so wide open, so radiant, so palpitat-
ing, exquisitely vulnerable and poignantly, wrongly, throwing
herself to risk. It roused a sort of madness in him.

.+.. And under all her laughing, poignant recklessness was the
quiver of tears. That almost sent him mad, mad with desire, with

pain, whose only issue was through possession of her body. (302~3)
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He seemed simply acquiescent in the fact of his own being, as if
he were beyond any change or question. He was himself. There
was a sense of fatality about him that fascinated her. He made no
effort to prove himself to other people. Let it be accepted for what
it was, his own being. In its isolation it made no excuse or explana-

tion for itself. (291)
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.... He heard it in the hucksters’ cries, the noise of carts, the
calling of children. And it was all like the hard, shed rind,
discarded. Inside, in the softness and stillness of the room, was
the naked kernel, that palpitated in silent activity, absorbed in
reality.

Inside the room was a great steadiness, a core of living eternity.
Only far outside, at the rim, went on the noise and the destruction.
Here at the centre the great wheel was motionless, centred upon
itself. ‘Here was a poised, unflawed stillness that was beyond time,
because it remained the same, inexhaustible, unchanging, unex-

hausted. (145)
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But she had felt Brangwen go by almost as if he had brushed her.
She had tingled in body as she had gone on up the road. After she
had been with him in the Marsh kitchen, the voice of her body had
risen strong and insistent. Soon, she wanted him. He was the man
who had come nearest to her for her awakening.

Always, however, between-whiles she lapsed into the old uncon-
sciousness, indifference, and there was a will in her to save herself
from living any more. But she would wake in the morning one day
and feel her blood running, feel herself lying open like a flower
unsheathed in the sun, insistent and potent with demand. (55)
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. ... The warmth flowed through her, she felt herself opening,
unfolding, asking, as a flower opens in full request under the sun,
as the beaks of tiny birds open flat, to receive, to receive. And
unfolded she turned to him, straight to him. And he came, slowly,
afraid, held back by uncouth fear, and driven by a desire bigger
than himself.

When she opened and turned to him, then all that had been and
all that was, was gone from her, she was as new as a flower that

unsheathes itself and stands always ready, waiting, receptive. (56)
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.-.. When he was oblivious of her, she almost went mad with
fear. For she had become so vulnerable, so exposed. She was in
touch so intimately.

.... Always, her husband was to her the unknown to which she
was delivered up. She was a flower that has been tempted forth
into blossom, and has no retreat. He had her nakedness in his
power. And who was he, what was he? A blind thing, a dark force,
without knowledge. She wanted to preserve herself. (169) ............

And ever and again, the pure love came in sunbeams between
them, when she was like a flower in the sun to him, so beautiful,

so shining, so intensely dear that he could scarcely bear it. (170)
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...... Like a flower shaking and wide-opened in the sun, she
tempted him and challenged him, and he accepted the challenge,
something went fixed in him. (302~3)
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When she woke at last it seemed as if a new day had come on
the earth. How long, how long had she fought through the dust
and obscurity, for this new dawn? How frail and fine and clear
she felt, like the most fragile flower that opens in the end of winter.
But the pole of night was turned and the dawn was coming in.

(493)
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One evening, suddenly, he saw the tiny, living thing rolling
naked in the mother’s lap, and he was sick, it was so utterly
helpless and vulnerable and extraneous ; in a world of hard surfaces



and varying altitudes, it lay vulnerable and naked at every point.
Yet it was quite blithe. And yet, in its blind, awful crying, was
there not the blind, far-off terror of its own vulnerable nakedness,
the terror of being so utterly delivered over, helpless at every
point. He could not bear to hear it crying. His heart strained and
stood on guard against the whole universe.

But he waited for the dread of these days to pass; he saw the

joy coming. (212)
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‘Don’t cry, my love,” he said, in the same abstract way. In his
breast his heart burned like a torch, with suffering. He could not
bear the desolateness of her crying. He would have soothed her
with his blood. He heard the church clock chime, as if it touched
him, and he waited in suspense for it to have gone by. It was

quiet again. (156)
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As he worked alone on the land, or sat up with his ewes at
lambing time, the facts and material of his daily life fell away,
leaving the kernel of his purpose clean. And then it came upon him
that he would marry her and she would be his life.



Gradually, even without seeing her, he came to know her. He
would have liked to think of her as of something given into his

protection, like a child without parents. (40)
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When they came to themselves, the night was very dark. Two
hours had gone by. They lay still and warm and weak, like the
new-born, together. And there was a silence almost of the unborn.
Only his heart was weeping happily, after the pain. He did not
understand, he had yielded, given way. There was no understanding.
There could be' only {acquiescence and submission, and tremulous

wonder of consummation. (156)
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.... What was the appeal it made to him, what was the question
of her bright face,what was the challenge he was called to answer?
He did not know. But as he stood there he felt some responsibility
which made him glad, but uneasy, as if he must put out his own

light. And he could not move as yet. (195)
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He always went in silence. The child would push open the shed
door, and see him working by lamplight, his sleeves rolled back. His
clothes hung about him, carelessly, like mere wrapping. Inside, his
body was concentrated with a flexible, charged power all of its
own, isolated. From when she was a tiny child Ursula could rem-
ember his forearm, with its fine black hairs and its electric flex-
ibility, working at the bench through swift, unnoticeable move-

ments, always ambushed in a sort of silence. (217)
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. .. The parish room was a high, stone, barn-like, ecclesiastical
building standing away by itself in the |Brangwen’s second garden,
across the lane. She was always attracted by its age and its stranded

obsoleteness. (239)
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.... he was always a centre of magic and fascination to her,
his voice, sounding out in command, cheerful, laconic, had always
a twang in it that sent a thrill over her blood, and hypnotized her.
She seemed to run in the shadow of some dark, potent secret of
which she would not, of whose existence even she dared not hecome

conscious, it cast such a spell over her, and so darkened her mind.
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.- .. She clung to her grandmother. Here was peace and security.
Here, from her grandmother”s peaceful room, the door opened on to
the greater space, the past, which was so big, that all it contained
seemed tiny ; loves and births and deaths, tiny units and features
within a vast horizon. That was a great relief, to know the tiny

importance of the individual, within the great past. (260)
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....... She loved the little brooks. Wherever she found a little
running water, she was happy. It seemed to make her run and
sing in spirit along with it. She could sit for hours by a brook or
stream, on the roots of the alders, and watch the water hasten
dancing over the stones, or among the twigs of a fallen branch.
Sometimes, little fish vanished before they had become real, like
hallucinations, sometimes wagtails ran by the water’s brink,
sometimes other little birds came to drink. She saw a kingfisher
darting blue —and then she was very happy. The kingfisher was
the key to the magic world : he was witness of the order of enchant-

ment. (268)
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To her, Jesus was beautifully remote, shining in the distance, like
a white moon at sunset, a crescent moon beckoning as it follows
the sun, out of our ken, Sometimes dark clouds standing very far
off, pricking up into a clear [yellow band of sunset, of a winter
evening, reminding her of Calvary, sometimes the full moon rising
blood-red upon the hill terrified her with the knowledge that Christ

was now dead, hanging heavy and on the Cross. (275)
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But she was here with him in the car, close to him, and the
wind was rushing on her lifted, eager face, blowing back the hair.
He turned and looked at her, at her face clean as a chiselled thing,
her hair chiselled back by the wind, her fine nose keen and lifted.

It was agony to him, seeing her swift and clean-cut and virgin.
He wanted to kill himself, and throw his detested carcass at her
feet. His desire to turn round on himself and rend himself was an

agony to him (305)
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And temerously, his hands went over her, over the salt, compact
brilliance of her body. If he could but have her, how he would enjoy
her! If he could but net her brilliant, cold, salt-burning body in the
soft iron of his own hands, net her, capture her, hold her down,
how madly he would enjoy her. He strove subtly, but with all his
energy, to enclose her, to have her. And always she was burning
and brilliant and hard as salt, and deadly. Yet obstinately, all his
flesh burning and corroding, as if he were invaded by some con-
suming, scathing poison, still he persisted, thinking at last he might

overcome her. (321)
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cees What had happened ?Had she been mad: what horrible thing
had possessed her? She was filled with overpowering fear of herself,
overpowering desire that it should not be, that other burning,
corrosive self. She was seized with a frenzied desire that what had
been should never be remembered, never be thought of, never be
for one moment allowed possible. She denied it with all her might.

With all her might she turned away from it.’(322)
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But there was a wound of sorrow, she had hurt herself, as if she
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had bruised herself, in annihilating him. She covered up her two
young breasts with her hands, covering them to herself; and cov-

ering herself with herself, she crouched in bed, to sleep. (324)
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Ursula caressed him and made love to him. Nevertheless he knew
she wanted to react upon him and to destroy his being. She was
not with him, she was lagainst him. But her making love to him,
her complete admiration of him, in open life, gratified him. (326)
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..... She was always a woman, and what she could not get
because she was a human being, fellow to the rest of mankind, she
would get because she was a female, other than the man. In her
femaleness she felt a secret riches, a reserve, she had always the
price of freedom.

However,she was sufficiently reserved about this last resource.
The other things should be tried first. There was the mysterious
man’s world to be adventured upon, the world of daily work and duty,

and existence as a working member of the community. (334)
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.... When it was dropped into the pillar-box, the world became
a very still, pale place, without confines. She wandered back to

college, to her pale dream, like a first wan light of dawn. (440)
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She became proud and erect, like a flower, putting itself forth in
its proper strength. His warmth invigorated her. His beauty of
form, which seemed to glow out in contrast with the rest of
people, made her proud. It was like deference to her, and made
her feel as if she represented before him all the grace and flower
of humanity. She was no mere Ursula Brangwen. She was Woman,
she was the whole of Woman in the human order. All-containing,

universal, how should she be limited to individuality? (444)
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He kissed her, with his soft, enveloping kisses, and she responded
to them completely, her mind, her soul gone out. Darkness cleaving
to darkness, she hung close to him, pressed herself into soft flow of
his kiss, pressed herself down, down to the source and core of his
kiss, herself covered and enveloped in the warm, fecund flow of his
kiss, that travelled over her, flowed over her, covered her, flowed
over the last fibre of her, so they were one stream, one dark fecund-
ity, and she clung at the core of him, with her lips holding open
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the very bottommost source of him. (446~7)
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She could not subscribe. He had failed, everything had failed, yet
behind the failure was the unyielding passion of life. The individual
effort might fail, but not the human joy. She belonged to the
human joy. (258)
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-+.. But the thing she remembered most was when, getting up
in the morning after he had gone back quietly to his own room,
haviﬁg spent the night with] her, she found herself very rich in
being alone, and enjoying to the full her solitary room, she drew
up her blind and saw the plum-trees in the garden below all glitter-
ing and snowy and delighted with the sunshine, in full bloom under
a blue sky. They threw out their blossom, they flung it about under
the blue heavens,the whitest blossom! How excited it made her.

(459)
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. ... All this so beautiful, all this so lovely! He did not see it.
He was one with it. But she saw it, and was one with it. Her

seeing separated them infinitely. (416~7)
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The trouble began at evening. Then a yearning for something
unknown came over her, a passion for something she knew not
what. She would walk the foreshore alone after dusk, expecting,
expecting something, as if she had gone to a rendezvous. The salt,
bitter passion of the sea, its indifference to the earth, its swinging,
definite motion, its strength, its attack, and its salt burning,
seemed to provoke her to a pitch of madness, tantalizing her with
vast suggestions of fulfilment. And then, for personification, would
come Skrebensky, Skrebensky, whom she knew, whom she was fond
of, who was attractive, but whose soul could not contain her in its
waves of strength, nor his breast compel her in burning, salty

passion. (478)
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... When did one come to an end? In which direction was it
finished? There was no end, no finish, only this roaring vast space.
...... How rich and splendid his own life was, red and burning
and blazing and sporting itself in the dark meshes of his body: and
his wife, how she glowed and burned dark within her meshes!

Always it was so unfinished and unformed! (135)

PAb VT4 THHGROVRTKSRAEREZLAETD D, 105 LHR
B DAEDBHTEN TS DTH - Th, —A—ADARDEGH LES
LOBMBRLINET b DR L5 BHL, B RRARFH L 5 2=l
FTARDED LR RCNCBENTHBNEVIFLLEESTWEHDT
R7R\e P ABEY T 4 7T OPRLICRERLEE, BROEGONSREL
FEOX0ULA, »OTOBESEERACHCH LCARBCASBREFOROH

— 93 —



CHPEZLRA CESRONRZTHINTO S E~OREE L e, FHOLMD
HThaREoR T AMOEGD LD L MR CB/NIRLDTHEhEND
RS SREBER EWIRETH S H o FHOAGH, FiloH TEMHly
WHEREEIIC b Ene s L b B wABZB L THARBEIR T D
DTHBHHUE, —A—ADARDORZERLENEXEGHRIOTHLEDL R
Bicve L5 LIchTT — v 2313, 5250 ZROFEACEREO LMY
HOORRERTZHLET T, W2rolERYrBALTAGOFRTEAT
WhEmE, B2 DRI OMTRETLIFC L T, 202l 54
B E SRR AL IR TV EOE L EbRIER bV,

Btk £ ikl N LIc BICILESRTEE » Vv VA O RENEGE LR D S &
Richidie ¥, BB e Vv ARRSOPREHOBRELZREE5 & L
TV REDRT T bl 2%, ThIXAKEZELTEZhUAORR
CERETS L0 ER TS, WHOMRL0d O FHYBES % BRI
THTHoIETH D, Pl LWL L5 LICHATHE T LTET
Who TV EFVE, BAOAGIVEROTELYEATOIXMEROSHE L
THINT DR EELDZTILTE DL, BN Z 55 ARITHBHIZH
DHLHABFCH L THREEINRTEETHY, 7—v a2 70HTOERCEE
CHEEDR 0 ZAOBROWAES BUHh b FHINBEHLDTH B, KINE
HEL LT e vV ALRBUOEREEIE, BEIAORKOKE N DELD
LODOFRFERIERT L0, ERRGHREOELI LR -TAREL
THidsh, 7—Y 23RV ERETTRD IR TV E0LRMAE LIV, 3L
REOFIC A28 5 ZHOBELH B biE, Thixdhb T Myl L LT
DEETIEFHERLT, 7V VORKIICHC S ZOBIEHirTn D &
BbhbDTHb, WHE7 —v = 7 DEGOBCHN S DEFEicT, BA
IYVERYEATLRBOREERORY, Thibi* 5\ 5 AR OREIME
WMENBRT7 —¥ 2 SRELLRZ200B3BB IRt 7V VORED
ELIREVTOEDLIRTIRELTRVD TS, ERIEE 7T —¥ 2
SHECEIND & & HTROBAEBENRD B,

— 94 —



..... Whether he had brains or not, he was interesting. His
directness attracted her, his independent motion. She was aware of

the movement of his life over against her. (290~1)
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.+"... She watched him as he bathed, his quick, unconscious
movements, the electric light glinting on his wet shoulders. He
stood out of the bath, his hair all washed flat over his forehead, and
pressed the water out of his eyes. He was slender, and, to her,
perfect, a clean, straight-cut youth, without a grain of superfluous
body. The brown hair on his body was soft and fine and adorable,
he was all beautifully flushed, as he stood in the white bath-apart-

ment. (455)
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When breakfast was over, she lay still again on the pillows,
whilst he went throngh his toilet. She watched him, as he sponged
himself, and quickly dried himself with the towel. His body was



beautiful, his movements intent and quick, she admired him and
she appreciated him without reserve. He seemed completed now.
He aroused no fruitful fecundity in her. He seemed added up, finish-
ed. She knew him all round, not on any side did he lead into the
unknown. Poignant, almost passionate appreciation she felt for
him, but none of the dreadful wonder, none of the rich fear, the
connexion with the unknown, or the reverence of love. He was,
however, unaware this morning. His body was quiet and fulfilled,

his veins complete with satisfaction, he was happy, finished. (473~4)
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They knew the intercourse between heaven and earth,sunshine
drawn into the breast and bowels, the rain sucked up in the
daytime, nakedness that comes under the wind in autumn, showing
the birds’ nests no longer worth hiding. Their life and interrelations
were such ; feeling the pulse and body of the soil, that opened to
their furrow for the grain, and became smooth and supple after
their ploughing, and clung to their feet with a weight that pulled
like desire, lying hard and unresponsive when the crops were to be
shorn away. The young corn waved and was silken, and the lustre
slid along the limbs of the men who saw it. They took the udder
of the cows, the cows yielded milk and pulse against the hands of
the men, the pulse of the blood of the teats of the cows beat into
the pulse of the hands of the men. They mounted their horses,
and held life between the grip of their kness, they harnessed their
horses at the wagon, and, with hand on the bridle-rings, drew the

heaving of the horses after their will. (8)
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