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Study on the Hit Songs:
The Case of Let It Go

by Wataru MIYAKAWA
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There have been dramatic changes in the form and style of hit songs of popular music over the years. The
kind of hit songs that were extremely popular in the past is becoming increasingly rare in the present
times. In this context, the song LetIt Go, which had been endorsed by all generations across the world, can
today be considered a relatively rare, old-style hit song. The aim of this paper is to analyze its music
and discuss why this song became a hit. The result of the analysis revealed that numerous efforts were
made to avoid making it a commonplace song, beginning with the composition of the hook. However, the ideas
used were all within the range of common practices, whether they were the limitations of song creation in
the framework of popular music or the limitations in the framework of tonal music.
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