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The current situation and issues of the Nagano Prefecture rural-life-
meister system: based on a questionnaire survey

Sayo TAKACHI!, and Masatoshi OUCHI?

Abstract

Systems certifying women who are active in agricultural management and community enterprises as area
leaders have been established in Japan, aiming to improve the social status of women engaged in agriculture.

Such systems have been established in each prefecture, and Nagano’s (established in 1992) has been draw-
ing special attention. This is because previous studies have pointed out that this system promotes for women’s
participation in local community. This study aims to clarify the current situations and issues of this system. For
that purpose, a questionnaire survey was conducted, and the following results were obtained. First, it was de-
termined that the women who have been certified have diverse backgrounds. Second, this system is significant
as it gives the certified women the chance to obtain new fellowships and information. In addition, it encourages
them to get interested in their local communities. Third, two problems inherent in this system were clarified.
One problem is that the system is not well known. The other is that the features of women to be certified and
their attitudes to that system differ, depending on the time of certification. Measures to solve such problems

have not yet been established.
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