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Study on Land-use Planning in Cities and Farm Villages
Problems and issues as well as countermeasures from farm village side referring to the
abolition of area division in the extensive town planning of Miyakonojo, Miyazaki prefecture

by Masaaki KAWASHIMA*
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Abstract

By the revision of the town planning law in 2000, prefectural governments became responsible for area division
except in city planning areas, such as the three Metropolitan areas and other major cities. Area division is anticipated
to be abolished. This paper describes an investigation on problems and issues encountered through the extensive town
planning of Miyakonojo, Miyazaki prefecture, which was the first plan that abolished area division in Japan. The
investigation conducted through field surveys and studies on available references revealed problems and issues of farm
villages caused by the abolition of area division, such as 1) sprawl at the periphery of land-use zones, 2) problems in and
near the center of villages where population could not be increased, 3) development problems in non-divided areas, 4)

spread of urban pressure to outside the city planning areas, and 5)problems of conversion of agricultural land.

Countermeasures for those problems and issues were also investigated.
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