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I would be at pains to put my universe in
order and set it ticking, when suddenly it would
burst again into a mess of the same poor pieces.
(p.9)

I hate contingency. I want everything in
my life to have a sufficient reason. (p,24)

I hate solitude, but I am afraid of intimacy.
The substance of my life is a private conversa-
tion with myself which to turn into a dialogue
would be equivalent to self-destruction .... I
have never wanted a communion of souls. It’s
already hard enough to tell the truth to oneself.
(p.31)
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Human beings have to live by clear
practical rules, he (Dave) says, and not by the
vague illumination of lofty notions which may

seem to condone all kinds of extravagance.
(p. 22)
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To Dave’s pupils the world is a mystery; a
mystery to which it should be reasonably pos-
sible to discover a key. (p.25)
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‘No really, Jake,” she said. ‘This talk of love

means very little. Love is not a feeling. It
can be tested. Love is action, it is silence. It’s
not the emotional straining and scheming for
possession that you used to think it was.’

* This seemed to me very foolish talk. ‘But
love is concerned with possession,” I said. ‘If
you knew anything about unsatisfied love,
you'd know this.

‘No’, strangely. ‘Unsatisfied
love is concerned with understanding. Only

said Anna

if it is all, all understanding, can it remain love
while being unsatisfied.” (p. 40)
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‘May I write to you?’ I asked. In my
experience women who have any interest at all
in keeping a hand on you will rarely refuse this.
It binds without compromising. (p. 43)
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After a moment I began to have an uneasy
feeling of being observed. I am very sensitive
to observation, and often have this feeling not
only in the presence of human beings but in that
of small animals. (p, 45)
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He was the most purely objective and
detached person I had ever met—only in him
detachment showed less like virtue and more
like a sheer gift of nature. (p.57)

For Hugo each thing was astonishing,

delightful, complicated, and mysterious. (p.58)
After a while I realized that Hugo held no

general theories whatsoever. (p.59)
Hugo only noticed details. He

(p.61)

never
classified.
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When you've been most warmly involved in
life, when you've most felt yourself to be a
man, has a theory ever helped you? Is it not
then that you meet with things themselves
naked? (p.80) :

What I speak of is the real decision as we
experience it; and here the movement away
from theory and generality is the movement

towards truth. All theorizing is flight. We

oy
(X=]



must be ruled by .the situation itself and this is
unutterably particular. Indeed it is something
to which we can never get close enough, however
we may try as it were to crawl under the net.
(p.81)
I know that nothing consoles and nothing
justifies except a story —but that doesn’t stop
- all stories from being lies. Only the greatest
men can speak and still be truthful.
knows this obscurely; he knows that a theory is
death, and that all expression is weighted with
theory. Only the strongest can rise against
that weight. For most of us, for almost all of
us, truth can be attained, if at all, only in
silence. (p.81)

Any artist

FHOBVOVO [BOH] ZHEEELSEE OO KE O
P o5 MU A T AR A - - QR aRES (8
QEOBELREL Q0] VNRS SOV RME ]
SRR O TERE] 208N [Ty O~ Fat i K
] 2Q V0 AR D’ W0 ON IIE A o [EIE ]
RTTE 5 1) 30 Q P40 1) U R Qoo T3 ]
P2 S IR IR 4250 D UNBHR Q Paie® P — e

CNREIKE PP RRHOREVOPY QSRR

NGO 8 0 421N O 5 B AmUm QMRS 425G
LU 00 DR W D4 QRE-2RR° Y
—waagh— P NSEBELK M ON—82L YR
KALEEH MUHELIBESK MO N—BNd
MANEAIRA QR0 el TE ) Ve IIW
508 A0 w4 [E ] RN 0 )y
QTEUWLHEN2RTHR TNV & ]| ORE
PHUNT LS EAHCEQ [ L5 LEEOENE S w00~
Ml usos L2880 5a80 Q8 v 50 T8
BN NNV RS NN IV 2O R ORI A D LYY
50 QW0 (F—> 2% P particular A
AOIIERNE O W 550 @ B Q IRV 2 O 800 R °)

PR L2 NVEYANEL Y —edaBR 2L
MR (NN) 840w HEy g 0G0
02O H O PO B0 P Y~ s
HrA-ANROVY (NN RO QO OB OW L 0 4
mROWBEYN [E] OERYESELY VEV® 3L
ONHeaR (B ORIKYmug PRV Ef 2490
AREBDCERHE RO OEIVLC® ) i v 2 RJRm
PPV U QEREY T EHUREK | VL0 L
O 4810°

64



(E) verything was revealed with an abnor-
mal clarity, as if an extra dimension had been
.added to space, and objects projected and reced-
ed with a sharpness which made them almost
unbearably present. (p.199)

For the sad mystery of her mode of experi-
ence I felt a respect which almost amounted
to terror. (p.205)

I felt for them a mixture of pity and awe,
such as an Indian might feel for a sacred an-
(p. 206)

But now there was no time for brooding.
I must get the facts; theories could
later. (p.225)

imal.

come
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‘Some situations can’t be unravelled,” said
Hugo, ‘they just have to be dropped. The
trouble with you, Jake, is that you want to
understand sympathetically, ., Truth lies in
blundering on.” (p.228)

I observed him closely as one might observe
a picture or a dead man. I had a strange sense
of his being both very distant and yet closer to
me than he had ever been or would be again.
(p. 285)

I felt ashmaed, ashamed of being parted
from Finn, of having known so little about
Finn, of having conceived things as I pleased
and not as they were. (p.247)
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The business of my life lay elsewhere.
There was a path which awaited me and which

if I failed to take it would lie untrodden forever.
(p. 184)

It occurred to me that to spend half the day
doing manual work might be very calming to
the nerves of one who was spending the other
half doing intellectual work. (p.209)

“Yes,” T said, ‘she can create things.’

“You can both create things, I mean you and
Anna,” said Hugo....

‘It just strikes me,” said Hugo. ‘I never
made a thing in my life,” he added. (p.222)

‘Everyman must have a trade. Yours is
writing. Mine will be making. and mending
watches, I hope, if I'm good enough.’ (p.229)
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I took out Hugo’s copy of The Silencer, and
the sight of it gave me joy. This too was only
a beginning. It was the first day of the world.
(p. 251)
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We had lived there as snug as a pair of
wlanuts in their shells. (p.10)
I hate living in a strange honse, I love to be

protected. I am therefore a parasite, and live

usually in my friends’ houses. (p.21)

It was a brooding self-absorbed sort of
(p.21)

The limited and protected isolation which
such an institution offers in fact suits me quite
well. (p.55)

house.
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I had no longer any picture of Anna.
She faded like a sorcerer’s apparition; and yet
somehow her presence remained to me, more
substantial than ever before. It seemed as if,
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for the first time, Anna really existed now as
a separate being and not as a part of myself. .
Anna was something which had to be learnt

afresh. (p.238)
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Iris Murdoch, Under the Net, Peuguin Books.
(—) Northrop Frye, The Stubborn Structure, Methuen,
1970, p. 16. .
(<) Roger Fowler (Ed.), A Dictionary of Modern
Critical Terms, Routledge, 1973.
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