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From Where Comes the Light? :
Saikd Mankichi’s Political Thought

Yoshinobu SHINO

ABSTRACT

Saiké Mankichi, one of the leaders of the Suiheisha movement, developed his theory for the
movement incorporating Shinran and Christian ideas in addition to Marxism. He defined his theory
as “pantheism,” in which people who live on earth gain transcendent light and expand their original
lives, rather than “theism,” in which salvation is obtained only in heaven. Even after his
imprisonment, when he developed the myth of the “Higher Takamanohara,” he remained consistent
in his position. He criticized Japanese bourgeois spirit by postulating the primitive communist
society in the ancient Japanese myth. He also criticized Japan’s colonialism on China, and he
showed his solidarity by respecting Chinese traditions. He even hoped that young Chinese people
would rise up bathed in the light of those traditions. Saikd interpreted the Messiah who would lead
the movement from the standpoint of Shinran's idea of fellowship, and he envisioned that each
person participating in the movement would be in solidarity with each other by becoming the

Messiah. This idea of Saikd could be called atheistic messianism or pantheistic messianism.

Keyword : Saikd Mankichi, outcast, The emperor system, colonialism



