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Fukushima Evacuees’ Decisions for the Second Time: _
A Sense of “Stepping Forward” Caused by the Withdrawal of Housing
Assistance for Voluntary Evacuees.

Atsushi NOZAWA

ABSTRACT

This paper focuses on the withdrawal of housing assistance for Fukushima nuclear accident
evacuees and the choice they have forced: to return or to remain. The case investigation was
conducted in Sapporo city, the capital of Hokkaido prefecture. This paper analyses why the
withdrawal matter has not become an issue of support activities in Sapporo and explores a current
aspect of sufferings. Although protesting the withdrawal was thought to be an important and urgent
agenda for voluntary evacuees, it was not developed actively in Sapporo. Three main factors of the
inactiveness can be listed from the interview surveys. The first: relatively law housing cost
compared with metropolitan area. The second: the existence of voluntary evacuees except
Fukushima area. The third: sense of “stepping forward™ among evacuees brought paradoxically by
the withdrawal announcement. The case study showed that voluntary evacuees tended to select to
remain and to step forward to become the citizens of Sapporo. However, the end of support does
A not mean the end of the evacuation. It is a turning point to chaﬁge and develop the direction of this

issue toward not to temporal supports for evacuees but to a permanent right of evacuation.

Keywords: Fukushima Nuclear Accident, Withdrawal of Housing Assistance, Right of Evacuation.



