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Brief History of Sexuality in Japan(1950 to 1980)

Maki HIRAYAMA

ABSTRACT
This paper writes brief history of sexuality in Japan from 1950 to 1980,viewing broad range
of sexuality-consciousness,norm,media,science and philosophy, and behavior.In this era in
Western societies, “sexual revolution”as people’s active reform is thought to have occurred ,but
in Japan only “sexual liberation”but sexual revolution occurred.In modern Japan,there were
two public spheres on sexuality,one was honourable and formal,influenced with modern
Western culture,the other was hidden and informal,holding premodern Japanese customs.
Adult men were to live in both spheres.but decent women were to live only in the former
sphere.Commercial sex service and porns as hidden and informal public sphere developed in
1960’s and men came to realize any fantasies with commercial service more easily than ever.
Sex of married couples became more erotic after WW II ,but men and women had different
background of public spheres,had communication gap,so the eroticization came to the limit.
Many men thought sexuality as the issue in hidden and informal public sphere, so they

hesitated from sex education,or science and philosophy on sexuality.

Keywords:sexual liberation,two public spheres on sexuality,communication gap between men

and women



