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Elite Regional Interaction as Evidenced by Corridor-Style
Horizontal Burial Chambers from the Late Sixth to Seventh
Century in the Kanto Region of Eastern Japan

FURUMA Kanako

This paper approaches aspects of elite regional interactions that took place from the
late sixth to seventh centuries in the Kanto Region of eastern Japan, based on analysis of
corridor-style horizontal burial chambers. The corridor-style horizontal burial chambers may
be classified into many types, taking into consideration several attributes, including the floor
plan of a main burial chamber, morphology/structure of the back wall, morphology/
structure of the side walls, and the choice of rocks for the construction of chamber.

In the present Tokyo Metropolitan Prefecture region or southern part of the old
province of Musashi, a geographical focus of this paper, numerous distinctive types of
corridor-style horizontal burial chambers were adopted to burial mounds from the late sixth
to seventh centuries. The author classifies these burial chambers and compares them with
contemporaneous corridor-style horizontal burial chambers in surrounding regions in order
to approach regional interaction at that time.

The author particularly distinguishes the cases of technological adoption of burial
chambers and stylistic adaptation of burial chambers. The former is evidence of craftsmen
introducing the construction technology to different regions, while the latter is evidence of
visual information about burial chambers transmitted to different regions.

As a result of the author’s analysis, local elites in the southern Musashi region adopted
and adapted various construction technologies of burial chambers from different neighboring
regions at the same time, resulting in a wide variety of types of corridor-style horizontal
burial chambers. The author speculates that this variety was a result of lack of paramount
chieftainship in this region, where each local elite was highly autonomous.

Keywords: Burial chambers, elite regional interactions, diffusion, sixth- and seventh-century
eastern Japan.

122



