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Relative Chronology of Pottery Excavated at Third- and Fourth-
Century Settlement Sites in Southern Ibaraki Prefecture of
Eastern Japan

KASHIWASE Takumi

This paper proposes a chronological framework of pottery excavated at settlement sites
from the late second century (later half of the Late Yayoi period) to fourth century (Early
Kofun period) in southern Ibaraki Prefecture, fifty miles northeast of Tokyo, eastern Japan.
The previous research has made it clear that, while the Yayoi pottery in northeastern Kanto
plain, including the southern Ibaraki Prefecture region, is characterized by cord-making on
the entire pottery surface, several aspects of local pottery drastically changed at the
beginning of the Kofun period or middle to late third century. However, possible
backgrounds to this drastic change, such as interaction between local and foreign
communities, remain to be discussed.

To approach the dynamics of temporal change in settlement systems, it is the premise
to establish a solid chronological framework of pottery excavated at relevant settlement
sites. For this purpose, the author first classifies pottery of the later half of the Late Yayoi
pottery and pottery of the Early and Middle Kofun period separately and goes on to identify
which sub-types of pottery were in association with which other sub-types to distinguish
stages of temporal change in pottery types and assemblages. This leads the author to a five-
phase local pottery chronology of this Yayoi-Kofun transitional period. The author’s Phase II
corresponds to the later half of the Late Yayoi period (early third century), Phase III to the
early and middle phases of the Early Kofun period (late third and early fourth centuries),
Phase IV to the late phase of the Early Kofun period (late fourth century), and Phase V to
the early phase of the Middle Kofun period (early fifth century). A drastic change happened
from Phase II to Phase III, and the author suspects that this change was a result of
influence from local culture of the southern neighboring region, the present Chiba
Prefecture.

Along with establishing this pottery chronology, the author also pays attention to the
functional specification of types of local Yayoi pottery, so-called the Kami-Inayoshi type. The
author morphologically distinguishes between the cooking jars and storage pots of this
Kami-Inayoshi type pottery, based on quantitative analysis of a ratio between vessel height
and neck diameter. The author’s distinction is supported by the observation that only
cooking jars retain soot on the vessel surface. It is also important to note that, despite the
morphological difference between them, the same surface decorative patterns were applied
to both cooking jars and storage pots. Furthermore, despite the drastic change from Phase
II to Phase III, local elements of the Kami-Inayoshi type that gradually lost surface
decorative patterns remained in Phase III.

Keywords: Pottery chronology, pottery classification, Yayoi-Kofun transition (third century
A.D.) of proto-historic Japan, eastern Japan.
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