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Re-Examination of the “Return Home Movement” of Chinese
Students Studying in Japan after the Manchurian Incident:
With Reference to their Struggle for Legal Rights

ZHANG Yiwen

The Manchurian Incident of 1931 had a strong impact on Chinese students studying in
Japan. The Chinese students’ disaffection with Japan peaked in that year, and they initiated
a large-scale movement of “Return Home” immediately after the Incident broke out. In 1932,
only 30% of Chinese students remained in Japan.

Previous research into the history of Chinese students in Japan has focused on their
patriotism and anti-Japan sentiments that were vividly reflected in their Return Home
movement. However, the issues related to this movement are more complex than previous
research has assumed. Indeed, the issues should be related to aspects of Chinese students’
organization and their struggle with the Chinese government. Accordingly, the author pays
special attention to students’ activities and their consequences. First, how did these Chinese
students overcome the problem of their finance and security after the Incident broke out
and before they returned to China? Second, what happened to these Chinese students after
they returned home? In this paper, the author investigates into the process of the Return
Home Movement and sheds a new light on the relationship between these Chinese students
in Japan and the government of the Republic of China.

First, the author points out that the Return Home Movement was principally promoted
by students’ organization, so-called Union of Chinese Students Studying in Japan (hereafter
Union). The Union represented the Chinese students in Japan and negotiated with the
Chinese Bureau of Supervising Students in Japan and the government of Republic of China
that were against their return to China. The Union played the crucial role in raising funds
for Chinese students’ travel and securing their treatment once they arrived back in China.
Although numerous Chinese students were hesitant about their returning home immediately
after the Incident broke out, they decided to return home owing to the policy and promotion
of the Union.

Second, the author examines changing attitude of the Chinese Bureau of Supervising
Students in Japan. After January 28, 1932 when the First Shanghai Incident (January 28
Incident) broke out, the Bureau suddenly changed its attitude toward Chinese students
hoping to return home. The Bureau let the Chinese students return home at the
government expenditure, and the Bureau itself re-located back to China.

Third, the author analyzes what happened to Chinese students who returned from
Japan. Most of them transferred to schools in China, North America, and Europe. The
author thoroughly investigates into various rules of the national and local governments
concerning school transfer, which clarified aspects of the reception of the Chinese students
returning from Japan and the process of school transfer. Chinese students who had attended
the Japan’s Imperial Army Academy were ordered to enroll in the Central Military
Academy in Nanjing.

Keywords: Modern Chinese history, Movement of “Return Home”, Manchurian Incident,
Chinese students studying in Japan, Chinese students’ organization in Japan, school transfer.
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