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Nongyinlu Diary: A Jiangsu Elite in Search of Local Autonomy
during the Time of the Jiangsu-Zhejiang War, 1924-1925

OGAWA Yui

When the Jiangsu-Zhejiang War broke out in September 1924, Shanghai and its
neighboring areas became a battlefield for the first time since the founding of the Republic
of China. Wang Qingmu T # # (1860-1941) was a gentry or elite in the Chongming 4% H
County, a close neighbor of Shanghai. He witnessed a very tense situation of this native area
during the war and appealed against the war and gave relief to those who suffered from the
warfare in the Jiangsu Province.

This paper discusses what problem-orientation Wang had and what countermeasure he
took fully utilizing his personal relationships and information he gained during the war,
based on the sections covering from June, 1924 to January, 1926 of his Nongyvinlu & k2 &
Diary. In particular, this paper analyzes the image of “local autonomy” Wang aimed at,
paying special attention to the Inter-Provincial Autonomy Movement Wang mentions in
the diary. The author also observes that Wang attempted to overcome the difficult situation
depending on the keyword of “local autonomy,” taking into consideration the historical
background at that time.

The author finds that Wang was not interested in the establishment of laws of
provincial autonomy, a movement that rose in the 1920’s in various regions. Rather, he
considered two slogans important: feidu caibing BEB I and junmin fenzhi TR 3R . The
former aimed at the abolition of the position of provincial military leader and concentrating
the military authority in the central administration. The latter was a system by which the
political affairs and military affairs were under two leaderships independent from each other.
Wang argued for systems of local autonomy by which military personnel should not
intervene the provincial administration and public services and views of local elite based on
their professional knowledge should be reflected in the provincial administration.

For this reason, after the war, Wang represented the local gentry and actively
participated in the relief committee headed by warlord LU Yongxiang J#7k#f in control of
the Jiangsu Province and the subsequent political conferences under the control of SUN
Chuanfang $##fz75 . Wang hoped for the reconstruction of local autonomy from the perspective
of engineering water conservation that was his specialty. At the same time, Wang also
maintained the Confucius moral and sought for the restoration of social order.

The author’s analysis of the Nongyinlu Diary demonstrates a specific example of the
moderate view maintained by a gentry during the time of turmoil characterized by frequent
wars broken out by warlords and political transformation influenced by Nationalist
Revolution. Such a moderate view of a gentry in the mid-1920's was not well-researched
previously.

Keywords: Modern Chinese history, Jiangsu-Zhejiang War, local elites, local autonomy,
warlords.
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