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[ cam] BIRIEEHE

Consideration of the Genealogy Section of the
Ch’ten-fu-lun [Qian fu lun] of Eastern Han China;
Possible Relationship with the Shiben

LI Hongzhe

This paper approaches the nature of the “shiji #:5C " [literally, “records of genealogy”]
on which the Zhishixing & K #: [genealogy] section of the Ch’ien-fu-lun is considered to
have been based. To achieve the goal, the author looks into the relationship between the
Zhishixing section and the Shiben it & [Book of Origins], considering the background to
citing the Shiben in the Zhishixing section and the context of descriptions of genealogy
during the Eastern Han Dynasty. Although the whole text of Shiben no longer survives, we
have numerous examples of texts citing from the Shiben which allows us to approach its
content.

First, the author collects all the citations from the Shiben in the Ch’ien-fu-lun
Jianxiaozhen W& R i 288 1F. [Correct Meaning of Ch’ien-fu-lunl, written by WANG Jipei in
1814, and analyzes their contexts and meanings. The author finds that the citations from the
Shiben in the Jianxiaozhen were in fact from other sources and denies a previous hypothesis
that the Zhishixing section refers to the Shiben.

The author also compares genealogy of Confucius described in the Zhishixing section
and genealogy of Confucius described in other sources citing from the Shiben. The author
finds that some information was missing from the Shiben and demonstrates that what was
missed was already confirmed at the time of compiling the Wujing Zhengy: H. #& 1IF 3%
[Correct Meaning of the Five Classics] at the beginning of Tang China. This leads the author
to the proposal of a new hypothesis that both the Zhishixing section and the Shiben referred
to the same sources for the genealogy of Confucius.

Furthermore, the author compares the descriptions of the relationships among families
and clans in the “ski7i” and the Shiben. As a result, the author finds that numerous pieces of
information were shared between them and that no contradictions between them existed.
While the author cannot be fully certain that these sources directly cite each other, no
evidence exists to deny that these sources were related to each other.

Based on these considerations, the author concludes that the “skiji” the Zhishixing
section refers to was not a single, particular book but a collection of various information and
sources on genealogy during the Eastern Han Dynasty. The author’s findings all contribute
to the foundation of the philological study of the Chien-fu-lun and its Zhishixing section.

Keywords: Ancient Chinese philology, Eastern Han, Early Tang, Ch’ien-fu-lun, Shiben,
genealogy.
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