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Interdisciplinary Approach to the Early Jomon Lacquerware of
Prehistoric Japan

GAMO Yiika

This paper approaches the lacquerware technology of the Early Jomon Period of
prehistoric Japan applying both scientific and traditionally archaeological methods. In Japan
lacquer, or urushi, was adopted already 7,200 years ago or the Early Jomon Period, and the
use of lacquerware was very much in vogue since then. This means that lacquerware and
lacquer technology were important evidence for interpreting the Jomon culture and society,
along with pottery and settlement. Because previous researches into lacquerware have
been skewed toward chemical analyses of lacquer, they have been restricted to the
interpretation of individual lacquerware. The author considers discussion of lacquer
technology in the broader historical context insufficient.

In this paper, the author examines technology of lacquering based on chemical analyses
and archaeological information. The author identifies different kinds of lacquer depending
on different stages of refining and different additives, and the different kinds were used
depending on the purposes of painting. The author also finds that the difference in
thickness of lacquer was influenced by the difference in the material of the lacquerware
base. These results show that interdisciplinary approach, integrating archaeological
information and results of chemical analyses, is effective for future investigations.

Keywords: Early Jomon Period of prehistoric Japan, lacquer technology, lacquerware,
interdisciplinary approach, chemical analysis
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