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Remembrance, Commemoration, and Historical Narratives:
Memory and History Examined through the Perception of
Two Monuments in Ufa

TOYOKAWA Koichi

In the capital of the Republic of Bashkortostan of the Russian Federation, there are two
monuments that show the conflicting relationship between Russians and Bashkirs, which
were erected at about the same time. One is the “National Friendship Monument” built in
1965 to commemorate the 400th anniversary of the “Voluntary Annexation” of the Russian
state, and it is a statue of Saravat Yuraev, a Bashkir national hero, built two years later in
1967. The former shows that the Baskirs became members of the Russian state of their own
volition, and that their relationship was always “friendly.” The latter is an honour of a
person who actively participated in the Pugachev Revolt (1773-1775) in opposition to
Russia’s colonization policy and was swept away from his hometown and died after he was
suppressed. It is suggestive in considering the history of the Russian state and the peoples
in this region in turn that both are monuments which convey one side of the historical fact,
and each shows the posture of the contradictory Bashkir people to the Russian state of
friendship and the protest.

It tries to examine how document history and memory were left and used, and how it
is described historically. In particular, let's consider how the Baskirs recognized the past
and described it, using various monuments present in Bashkortostan and discourses about
the Bashkir national hero, Saravat Yulaev.

Keywords: Historical Narratives, Historical Materials, Monuments, Memory, Saravat Yulaev
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