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Improvement of Military Horses and Famous Breeding Centers of
Excellent Steeds: Contradictions Brought by Wars of the Meiji Era

HORIUCHI Takashi

During the Sino-Japanese War of 1894-95, the underdeveloped breed of Japanese steeds
became apparent. Accordingly, Japan began to improve the quality of steeds by importing
excellent stud horses, establishing studs, and loaning out studs to the private sectors all
over Japan. However, it took long time, cost much money and demanded effort to achieve
the goal. such as the import of horses and castration of horses. Therefore, even during the
time of Russo-Japanese War of 1904-05, the expectations for the characters, physique, power
of horses were never met, and the weakness of the steeds were still apparent.

In 1904 after the Russo-Japanese War started. the Meiji Emperor who was very
concerned about the weak conditions of Japanese steeds directed to the prime minister and
ministers related to this issue to improve the quality of Japanese steeds. As a result, the
Bureau of Horse Administration was established. and the improvement of the quality of
Japanese steeds became the national effort.

This national effort was a double-edged sword. On one hand, government's purchase of
steeds meant a large income of farmers breeding horses. On the other hand, the
improvement of steeds brought several contradictions to horse-breeding centers. For
example. the improved physique of horses resulting from the introduction of better stud
horses placed heavier economic burdens on farmers raising horses, such as more forage. It
became more difficult for women and children of a farmer to handle larger horses.
Furthermore, it took fifteen years that the Horse Castration Act was put into force after the
promulgation because castration could not be widely practiced because of, for example,
occasional death of horse in the process of castration. While the Japanese Imperial Army
demanded the improvement of steeds, the improvement was not an urgent issue for the
local studs. This contradiction was a result of the Army that utilized local studs politically
and economically.

Keywords: Modern Japanese military history, beginning of the twentieth century, steeds,
studs.
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