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Shah Isma1l's Declaration of Shiism as the State Religion of Iran:
How was It Described in Chronicles of the Early Safawids?

HIRANO Yutaka

Shah Isma'il (1487-1524; r. 1501-1524) determined Imami shiism as the official religion
of the Safawid Dynasty. It was not the shah himself who declared it but he ordered
preachers to read khutbah in the name of twelve ¢mams [leaders] on top of the pulpits. S. A.
Arjomand considers that shah’s decision as “declaration of shiism as the state religion of
Iran.” Arjomand, however, bases his hypothesis on a biography of Shah Ism&'il, written
more than 150 years after his death.

This paper intends to verify Arjomand’s hypothesis, referring to chronicles of the Early
Safawids. The author finds out that the “declaration of shiism as the state religion” was in
fact a collection of the shah’s following orders;

1. To remove the name of the first four Caliphs from khutbak for Friday sermon, and
instead to include the names of twelve imams, including 'Ali b. Abi Talib, the fourth
Caliph (ca. 600-661).

2. To guide and supervise prayer and other %badat [religious duties of worship] in Imami
shi'ism.

3. To include the three statements, ‘I bear witness that ‘Al is the best vice-regent of ‘Allah.” ,
“Make haste towards the best deed.” and “Muhammad and 'Alf were supreme human
beings” in azan [call for worshipl.

4, To modify mihrab [sacred alcoves] of mosques in every region into the Shra style.

5. To let the Qizilbash [cavalry soldiers mainly consisting of Turks] understand the
purpose of wearing red #% [cap] and their production methods and wear them during
battles.

Keywords: Medieval Islamic history, shi'ism, Safawid Dyngsty, Shih Isma'il
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