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Laborers Hired by Military during the Russo-JapaneseWar:
With Special Reference to Rules Regulating
Military Laborers and their Enthusiasm

FUJIOKA Yiki

This paper considers the issues related to laborers hired by the Japanese imperial army
during the Russo-Japanese War (1904-05), analyzing the “Rules on Military Laborers during
a War” and applications for military laborers. While previous studies have dealt with
military laborers before the Russo:Japanese War, very few, if any, have focused on the
issues during the Russo-Japanese War.

First, the Rules on Military Laborers during a War defines in detail the conditions of
hiring military laborers, the conditions of subcontracting the hiring of laborers, and their
wages and piece wages. Many aspects of the rules show considerable improvements from
the time of Sino-Japanese War (1894-95) when considerable problems of hiring laborers
were encountered. Yet, in fact, these rules were not observed at the initial stage of the
Russo-Japanese War when hiring a large number of laborers was urgent.

Second, it is possible to classify the applications into the categories of “pursuit of profit,”
“patriotism,” and “relief of the poor.” The first category implies the existence of contractors
and immigration business that hired laborers for the army. The second category indicates
the rise of nationalism during the Russo-Japanese War, a phenomenon very similar to the
case of Sino-Japanese War. The third category suggests the reality of the poor at that time
and the expectations of the poor for being hired as military laborers to earn income.

These two lead the author to the following interpretations. First, the considerable
degree of expectations was present at the beginning of the Russo-Japanese War among
contractors and workers to be hired by the army. The national government considered
these expectations important for the relief of the poor. The national government also hoped
to promote and loosen the resistance for foreign emigrations through sending out military
laborers abroad. Second, the expectations for hiring of military laborers were originated
from the Sino-Japanese War. While previous researches focused on the coercive drafting of
laborers and on the rise of nationalism in Japan, the author’s analysis of sources indicates
that hiring of military laborers also had an aspect of just working away from home.

Keywords: Russo-Japanese War, military laborer, Sino-Japanese War, Rules on Military
Laborers during a War, applications for military laborers.
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