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Appearance of Two-Story Apartment Compounds Enclosing the
Mansions of Feudal Lords (Daimya) in Tokugawa Period Japan:
With Special Reference to the Archaeological Features of
Borders between Mansions and the Land Use in
Peripheral Portions of Mansions

OIKAWA Yoshio

It is commonly viewed that the mansions of influential feudal lords in Edo (Tokyo)
were enclosed by painted, tall wooden fences topped by rooftiles in the Tokugawa Period
(1600-1868). In the architectural history of Japan, scholars consider that this kind of
structures came to be adopted as the standard in the middle seventeenth century as a
result of restriction on the residential construction in order to prevent fires. Nonetheless,
we have little knowledge about the image of the mansions of feudal lords prior to the middle
seventeenth century because of the insufficient sources and illustrations. Since the 1980’s,
however, archaeological excavations have revealed a variety of archaeological features of
borders between the mansions of feudal lords. In this paper, the author makes it clear
when the two-story apartment compound enclosing these mansions appeared and its
historical background based on the nature of the archaeological features of borders between
the mansions.

Structures demarcating the borders between mansions of feudal lords dated to the
beginning of the Tokugawa Period were simple, such as simple ditch or a line of pits. In the
early seventeenth century, a wide variety of structures marking the borders appeared.
Since the end of the seventeenth century, however, the great majority of the structures
demarcating the borders were changed into ditches constructed with wedge stones.

The author’s examination of the land use of the peripheral portions of mansions of
feudal lords in the early seventeenth century has revealed a considerable variations, such as
two-story apartment compound, garbage refusal compound, and unused architectural
structures. Such a variety indicates that the use of land within mansions was basically up
to each feudal lord, and that the external appearance of the mansions of feudal lords were
not standardized yet.

The adoption of ditches constructed with wedge stones to the structure of borders
between mansions made it possible to construct heavy architectural structures supported
by pillars standing on base stones, because ditches constructed with wedge stones
functioned as a strengthened dike. The author argues that the adoption of the ditches
constructed with wedge stones led to the appearance of two-story apartment compounds
enclosing a mansion of a feudal lord. This was the appearance of the standardized exterior
view of mansions of feudal lords. In addition, these ditches also functioned as a drainage,
and the author points out the possibility that the sewage system came to be adopted by the
end of the seventeenth century in Edo.

Keywords: Tokugawa Period, mansions of feudal lords, boundary of a land, sewage system.
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