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Views on and Policies toward the United States
By the Japanese Imperial Navy from 1936 to 1939

KOISO Takahiro

In the late 1930’s the Japanese Imperial Navy developed hostile feeling toward the United
Kingdom that maintained the considerable right and interest in China and Southeast Asia.
Then, what was the feeling toward the United States, an imaginary enemy at that time?
Recent research has made it clear that the Japanese Imperial Navy intended to create
conditions that were advantageous for itself to confront with the United States. Yet, the
Japanese naval policies toward the-United States, views on the U.S. and position in relation to
the U.S, on which these policies were based, remains little investigated.

This paper examines what views the Japanese Imperial Navy maintained on the United
States and what policies the Navy designed toward it based on the views, from the eve of the
opening a war against China in 1936 to July, 1939 when the United States abandoned the Treaty
of Commerce and Navigation between the United States and Japan. In the process of the
examination, the author has paid particular attention to the open door policy and the principle
of equal opportunity of commerce (in all of China), both maintained by the U.S. government.

The Japanese Imperial Navy designed various policies toward the United States based on
analyses of the situations inside and outside the U.S. Among these policies, it was the most
important for the Japanese Imperial Navy to deal with the open door policy, the principle of
equal opportunity of commerce (in all of China}, and the idea of reciprocal trades, all maintained
by the U.S. government. The navy thought that the U.S. would not interfere in Japanese
relationship with China and would not put any sanctions against Japan because of its internal
political issues. For this reason, and because Japan depended heavily on the U.S. for important
resources, Japan had to maintain goed relationship with the US. and to avoid irritating it.

To achieve these goals, the Japanese Imperial Navy expressed its policies to the United
States to obey and abide the U.S. diplomatic policies of open door and equal opportunities.
However, the United States could not tolerate the naval polies toward the U.S. because the
prerequisite condition of these Japanese policies was Japan's supremacy over China. In
addition, the Japanese Imperial Navy attempted to take advantage of the U.S. open door policy
and principle of equal opportunity of commerce (in all of China) to justify Japan's advance into
Southeast Asia that maintained closed economic policies.

Keywords: Principle of Open Door and Equal Opportunity, Nine Power Treaty, Japan's
advance into Southeast Asia.
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