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Overview of the Japanese Imperial Army Institute at Noborito and the
Significance of the Noborito Institute Museum for Education in Peace

YAMADA Akira

The Meiji University's Noborito Institute Museum for Education in Peace opened on March
29, 2010 on the Ikuta Campus. The museum adopted building of the former Japanese Imperial
Army Institute at Noborito (hereafter Noborito Institute) that was preserved after the World
War II. The opening of the museum has significantly contributed to the social and public
interest in the Army Institute devoted for the research and development of weapons for the
“secret warfare” of the Japanese Imperial Army.

The Noborito Institute was originally founded in 1937 as the Noborito Laboratory of the
Army Institute of Science. As the Chinese-Japanese war became expanded and the diplomatic
relationships with the United Kingdom and United States became worse, the Laboratory was
strengthened to become an organization devoted for research and development of weapons and
materials for “secret warfare” aimed at counter-intelligence, intelligence, stratagem, and
propaganda. The Army Institute conducted research and development of wide variety of items
and subjects, including radio equipment, balloon bombs, poison, biological weapons (insects,
germ, and virus), spy materials, and counterfeit money.

The Meiji University acquired the site of the Noborito Institute in 1950. At first, the
University adopted all the original buildings of the Institute for classrooms, laboratories and
offices. Most of the original buildings were demolished as research facilities were renewed and
the Tkuta campus was maintained. Since the 1990's the University has deliberated the ways in
which we conduct research into the Institute, preserve and utilize the site of the Institute for
education. In 2008, the University decided to establish the Museum, and the Museum opened in
2010.

The Museum adopts a historic site of warfare as a whole and utilizes it for education. It
records the nature of “secret warfare” that was a negati_ve side of warfare. The Museum is
significant in a contemporary Japanese society because it not only maintains the memory of
warfare but it also re-examines issues of a relationship between warfare and science and

relationship between an “assaulter” and a “victim.”

15



A B

Keywords: Iapanese Imperial Army Institute at Noborito; secret warfare ; Noborito Institute

Museum for Education in Peace

16



