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Yu-wen Shu F3X's Epitaph and his Biography in Sui shu 52 :
The Comparison of his Portrayal between the Epitaph and Official History

AIDA Daisuke

Sui ruler Yang Di J5% was a renowned tyrant, and scrupulous accounts of his despot-
ism are found in the Sui shu. However, studies have long pointed out that records in Sui
shu deliberately emphasizes Yang Di's tyranny, and attempts are being made in recent
studies to recapture the historical actualities of his rule. As a result, in the field of political
history, studies have confirmed that during Yang Di’s rule, bureaucrats with Southern
Dynasties or Northern Qi & origin were favored, while policies were executed which
strived to rid Northern Zhou influence and to keep the warlords (wu ren . A) from gain-
ing power.

Of the five subjects esteemed highly by Yang di or the wu gui ¥, Yu-wen Shu was
the only one with a Northern Zhou origin and a military background. Yu-wen Shu endeav-
ored to establish Yang Guang #Ji. (later Yang di) as the crown prince, and once Yang Di
ascended to the throne, gained his utmost trust and came to run the state affairs. Although
the Sui shu has the tendency to depict Yu-wen Shu as a corrupt adulator, one suspect that
there may have been some concrete conditions that made it possible for him to stay at the
center of state affairs, despite his Northern Zhou non-Han origin and military background.

Thus far, in order to study the life events of Yu-wen Shu, there had been no choice but
to depend on the accounts in the Sui shu, compiled by the Tang dynasty. However, the
recent discovery of Yu-wen Shu’s-epitaph, completed on the eighth year of Wu de #f# (636
A.D.), made it possible to relativize the portrayal in the official history.

As the necessary step in reconsidering Yu-wen Shu’s political standpoint, this paper
attempted a thorough comparison between the portrayals in Yu-wen Shu's epigraph and
the Sui shu, and analyzed the epitaph’s presentation of Yu-wen Shu. As a result, it became
evident that the epitaph endeavors to make it seem as if there was little relationship be-
tween Yu-wen Shu and Yang di, meanwhile emphasizing Yu-wen Shu's military achieve-
ments and presenting him as the great general who served with utmost loyalty to the Sui
dynasty. Considering that elements in the epitaph suggest glorification of Yu-wen shu's
achievements, the depiction in the Sui shu may bear closer resemblance to the truth.
Despite the fact that Yu-wen Shu's son Shi ji 4: /% served the Tang government in many
high ranking posts, the portrayal of Yu-wen Shu in the Sui shu does not reflect at all that
in the epitaph. However, according to the epitaph, during the period from the end of
Northern Zhou to early Sui, Yu-wen Shu served in various positions related to the imperial
guard (Gin wei 24%). Thus, this paper will suggest the possibility that behind Yu-wen
Shu'’s great power was the influence he had obtained since Northern Zhou, over the impe-
rial guard.

Keywords: Yu-wen Shu, Yang di, epitaph, Sui shu, historical portrayal
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