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Salavat Yulaev and Experiences at Baltiiskii Port:
A Case Study on the Regional History in Imperial Russia

TOYOKAWA Koichi

This paper aims to examine the circumstances of the prison at Baltiiskii Port in
Estland province under Russian rule for several years around 1800. To this prison at
Baltiiskii Port, or to Paldisk (in the Republic of Estonia today), were sent the comrades
of the Pugachev Rebellion, which took place against Russian government from 1773 to
1775. Among them were two bashkirs, Salavat Yulaev and his father Yulai Aznalin, who
played a leading role in the rebellion. They were arrested in Ural in 1774, and 1775. They
were sentenced to corporal punishment and imprisonment for life at Baltiiskii Port.

Baltiiskii Port was originally called Ragervik in Swedish. In 1718, it was taken by
Russia in the Great Northern War. Peter the Great decided to build a navy base and a
fortress at this port, and he called exiled prisoners throughout Russia, including Salavat
Yulaev and Yulai Aznalin, for the construction.

On 7 November, 1775, the Russian government issued the fundamental law on
“The Organization of Provincial Administration in Imperial Russia”. Estland had to wait
till 1783 to put this law into effect through two laws issued that year.

The Estonian Historical Archives (EHA) in Tartu in the Republic of Estonia has
extensive archival materials on Baltiiskii Port and the prisoners, including Salavat
Yulaev and Yulai Aznalin. Although earlier researchers shed some light on the archival
documents at EHA, they haven’'t made clear the circumstances surrounding the prison-
ers at Baltiiskii Port. Not only did I read the materials there which they had cited in their
articles or books, I also found the documents on this point which they hadn’t noted.

There is an archival document regarding 27 prisoners, including Salavat and Yulai,
at Baltiiskii Port on 16 May 1797 (EHA. F. 29, Op. 1, Ed. xr. 7426. L.. 7-8 ob.). Prince A.B.
Kurakin, general-procurator of the Senate in St. Petersburg, wanted A.A. Langel’, the
governor of Estland, to present to the Senate a list of prisoners in which were written the
following: name and age, date of arrival at the prison, the organization by which he was
sent, his criminal acts and punishments, his native place and social status, and the condi-
tions of his health. Kurakin thought that the prisoners should be employed for labor at
Nerchinsk, Irkutsk and other fortresses. Although at first Langel’ also agreed to send the
prisoners to these places, he later seems to have changed his mind. In the end no one was
sent to the periphery from Baltiiskii Port.

Besides these materials on the use of prisoners, we find other documents which
showed the concern of authorities about their daily life: the food which they ate, their
clothes and winter hats, and so on (EHA. F. 29, Op. 2, Ed. xr. 1539, L. 12-12 ob, 23-23 ob,
82-82 ob.), though we do not have archival materials about implementation of plans of
the authorities.

Salavat Yulaev died 26 September 1800 (at 48). We don’t know the exact date of
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Yulai Aznalin’s death. It seems that he died sometime between July 1797 and to 22 May
1800.

Keywords: Baltiiskii Port, Salavat Yulaev, the Pugachev Rebellion, the Estonian Historical Ar-
chives
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