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Reconsideration of the Five Peerage Rank
System of Ancient China

ISHIGURO Hisako

This paper attempts to re-evaluate a series of papers by the late KAIZUKA Shigeki
on the Five Peerage Rank System of Ancient China. Referring to the Zuozhuan,
KAIZUKA argued that the origins of the Five Peerage Rank System may be traced back
to the Three Peerage Rank Systems adopted by Qi and Lu states toward the end of the
Spring and Autumn Period. While I value this point raised by KAIZUKA, few Sinolo-
gists have paid attention to his argument because these scholars have believed in the
traditional view that emphasized the continuity of peerage rank systems since the West-
ern Zhou Period. .

Recent researches have made it clear, however, that the middle Warring States Pe-
riod was an important epoch for the calendrical system of ancient China. We now know
-that each state during the Warring States Period adopted its own new calendar. Owing
to the results of research into the calendrical system, we have learned that the Chungiu,
Zuozhuan, and Gongyangzhuan were compiled in the middle Warring States Period. As in
the case of the calendrical system, the author argues that not only Qi and Lu, as dis-
cussed by KAIZUKA, but other states in the Warring States Period adopted their own
peerage rank systems. An important contribution by KAIZUKA was the implication
that court titles that had existed before were adopted to the new peerage rank system in
order to systematize the court order. The transformation of the court titles into the
peerage rank system coincides the epoch in calendrical system in the middle Warring
States Period in a sense that each state adopted its own new system. This was probably
a result of each state’s effort to create a system that was similar to the “Western Zhou
tradition.” KAIZUKA successfully showed examples of the evolution of peerage rank
systems in the Warring States Period, referring to the cases of Qi and Lu. It is now
necessary to investigate into the cases of other states in order to gain further under-
standing about the Five Peerage Rank System.

Keywords: Ancient China; Peerage rank system; Warring States Period; Calendrical system; Politi-
cal order.
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