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Analysis of Northern Qi Ex-Officers of the Li Shimin Group
before the Enthronement of Emperor Taizong of Tang

HORII Hiroyuki

It was during the reign of Emperor Taizong of Tang (626-649) that the Tang regime
became solid and stable. Taizong or Li Shimin took the power as an outcome of the
Xuanwumen Incident on June 4, 626, a political process that was not ordinary. A group
of people who enthroned Li formed the core of the Taizong administration.

Previous researches into this issue have focused on ex-officers of the Northern Qi
Dynasty who were based in the Shandong Province. Background to the Xuanwumen
Incident is considered to be a conflict between the Guanlong area and Shandong; the
Northern Zhou and Sui administrations were based in the Guanlong area, and subordi-
nated the ex-officers of the Northern Qi Dynasty. However, these previous researches
did not clarify relationships among different groups of people and actual political pur-
pose that drove the incident. They only emphasized that Li took advantage of
Shandong.

With these in mind, the author looks into relationship among various groups of
people. It has become clear that most of the ex-officers of the Northern Qi Dynasty were
collectively involved in the Li Shimin group. This collectiveness or being a party was
originated from the Xue Dacheng Party who was a representative of the Northern Qi
ex-officers under the Sui administration. The political motivation behind the Xue
Daoheng Party was to improve the social status of the Northern Qi ex-officers. With the
fall of Xue Daoheng, however, their hope was diminished, and the social status of the
Northern Qi ex-officers remained low until the end of the Sui Dynasty. Accordingly, the
political purpose to improve the status of the Northern Qi ex-officers was handed down
to those who belonged to the Li Shimin group. These ex-officers attempted to achieve
their goal by supporting and enthroning Li.

Keywords: Tang Dynasty; Li Shimin group; Xuanwumen Incident; Northern Qi ex-officers;
Guanlong-Shandong conflict; Xue Daoheng

45



