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Evolution of Burial Mounds in Third Century Hokuriku
Region on the Sea of Japan Coast

FURUYA Noriyuki

The author argues that process behind the appearance of giant keyhole-shaped
tumuli in Yamato in the middle third century A.D. was not necessarily abrupt, but more
gradual, from the standpoint of mortuary rituals conducted on the summit of burial
mounds, utilizing pottery. Such rituals may be traced back to the Late Yayoi Period
(first and second century A.D.). Rituals that took place on the mound top were common
in eastern Japan at the beginning of the Kofun Period. The author has investigated the
evidence for such rituals in the Hokuriku region in order to test my hypothesis that
these rituals of eastern Japan were in fact originated from the Late Yayoi burial mounds
of western Japan. The selection of Hokuriku is appropriate for the following three rea-
sons: 1) archaeological evidence of burial mounds of this time period has recently accu-
mulated considerably; 2) Hokuriku is located in central Japan between the western half
and eastern half, and it was a cross-road of interaction between these two halves; and 3)
mortuary customs of the Late Yayoi Period was very close to the western Japanese type,
but these became very close to the eastern Japanese type in the Early Kofun Period.

Results of the author’s analysis show that burial mounds of the Hokuriku region
evolved gradually, although some epochs existed. This was also the case for mortuary
rituals on the mound top. However, the assemblage of pottery adopted for these rituals
in the Hokuriku region was different from the Central Highlands and Kanto region, to
the east of Hokuriku. It is difficult to assume relationships between Hokuriku and these
regions to the east of it. The origins of mortuary rituals in the Central Highlands and
Kanto are traced back to the San’in and the coast of the Inland Sea, but the direct influ-
ence seems to have come from southern Kyoto, Shiga, Ise and western Tokai.

Keywords: Mortuary rituals; pottery; Yayoi-Kofun transition (third century A.D.); Protohistoric
Japan; regional interaction.
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