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The Spanish-American-Cuban-Filipino War:

The Rhetoric for Insular Possessions Abroad
and the Realities of Their Governance

HAYASHI Yoshikatsu

This paper aims to examine the rhetoric employed by the American government to
justify waging the Spanish-American-Cuban-Filipino War from 1898 to 1902, and the
realities of the governance of the insular possessions which were placed under America’s
control as a result of the war. These overseas territories were Cuba, and the Philippine
Islands, and Hawaii was annexed by the United States in the wake of the war. In govern-
ing these islands with differing historical and social backgrounds, the American govern-
ment took a different approach toward each. However, the common element in each case
was Anglo-Saxon racial prejudice against the non-white peoples living there. Under the
Organic Act, a small group of American ancestry continued to dominate the Territory of
Hawaii and exclude from the political process the Asian population, which were charac-
terized as racially inferior. In refusing self-government to the Cubans who desired their
independence, the American government forced them to accept the Platt Amendment,
and consequently transformed the island into a protectorate under the control of the
United States. The U.S. government took charge of the Philippine Islands under the
rhetoric of civilizing the Filipinos, who had been engaged in military resistance against
Spain to gain their independence. Consequently, the Philippine-American War broke out
in 1899, and continued until 1902. While the American government adopted the policy of
“benevolent assimilation” toward the Filipinos with the connotation of racial supremacy
over them, it made military commitments to suppress the revolutionary elements in' the
islands, and this entailed atrocities and torments. Their deeds were forgiven in the
United States because they were done to the Filipinos who were believed to be racially
inferior. The Philippine Organic Act, which embodied the idea of “benevolent assimila-
tion,” stipulated that the islands were not recognized as an incorporated territory of the
United States, and the inhabitants in the islands were not qualified to be U.S. citizens.
We can see the attitude of racial supremacy in the way the United States government
dealt with the non-white peoples in these islands.

Keywords: Spanish-American-Cuban-Filipino War, Spanish-American War, Philippine-American
War, insular possessions
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