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A RE

The Guards of the Northwest Border and Guandong
of the Former Han Dynasty
—Through an Examination of the Birthplaces of the Soldiers
as noted in the Juyan Han Wooden Strips——

TAKAMURA Takeyuki

The composition of the defense forces along the northwestern border of the Former
Han Aij# Dynasty experienced periodic changes and the soldiers who were sent from the
Hexisijun /] PEPYEL region (present day western Gansu H 3 province) seem to have come
primarily from Guandong BH3, present day Henan 7B and Shandong L3 provinces.
The following recounts the reasons found for this regional concentration as apparent
from information in the Juyan Han wooden strips JEE# 5.

1) The birth information on the border guards was basically tabulated and the birth-
places of soldiers were then arranged by squadron. By the end of the Former Han,
there was an increase in the number of local men among the border guards.

2) There is frequent mention in historical documents that Guandong was hit by a series
of calamities and disasters, and as many of those hit by these disasters moved as refu-
gees to the Hexisijun region, a close relationship developed between Guandong and
Hexi. Further, the capital region of Guanzhong B, present day Shanxi Bp5 province,
had been under the rule of Guandong since the Qin #& dynasty. During this period
there was the custom, or the policy, that the people of Guandong supervise the north-
west border defense troops. These thus seem to be the reasons that the birthplaces of
the Hexisijun soldiers were concentrated in Guandong.

Keywords: Juyan Han wooden strips, Former Han Northwest Defense Border, Hexisijun, Guard
troops of Guandong
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