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RiEMc B 2R(OEA LTS

The Formalities and Procedures of Treaties in the Meiji Era

—— Against Yi Tae-Jin’s Claim on the Invalidity of the Treaty on
the Annexation of Korea to the Japanese Empire —

UNNO Fukujyu

Professor Yi Tae-Jin, Seoul University, who has been claiming the invalidity of trea-
ties written between Japan and Korea, such as the treaty on the annexation of Korea to
the Japanese Empire, published his essay on one of Japanese magazines Sekai, entitled
‘Re-examination on the invalidity of the treaty on the annexation of Korea to the
Japanese Empire —Only treaties regarding Japan’s invasion into Korea were against
formal procedures —'.

In his essay, he states that a treaty regarding a transfer of one nation’s sovereignity
to another should have had a formal approbation, and that, therefore, those forced by
Japan were invalid due to their lacks of formalities. His assertion, however, appears not
to be supported by concrete evidence.

In this essay, I will criticize his view by making clear the formalities and customary
procedures which were followed when Japan and other countries concluded treaties in
the Meiji era, and I will prove the treaties between Japan and Korea to be formaly valid,
despite the unfairness of their contents.

Keywords: Treaty Regarding the Annexation of Korea to the Empire of Japan, Korean Empire, Meiji
era, Treaty
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