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A Consideration of the Kaé {E## Written Seals
in the Ohara Kannonji XJR#8F 3 Documents

FUKUDA Eijird

This article discusses the kad, or written seals, which appear in the medieval period records
of the Ohara Kannonji documents. Research on kaé has flourished in recent years, but in the
majority of instances this kad research has been restricted to a study of the kadé of an
individual or, at most, of a specific family of lineage. There have been few cases where research
centered on the kaé found in a set of traditionally handed-down documents. As a result, we
have taken as our common theme the fundamental research on the Ohara Kannonji documents,
and this article provides a consideration of the kaé that were used in these documents.

First, were enumerated the ka6 in the medieval period documents of the Ohara Kannonji
documents, calculating the numbers of kaé in therms of the types of people who used them,
such as priests, members of the aristocracy, members of samurai families, and women, and then
we clarified the special characteristics of the various kaé.

Second, we indentified the relationships between the kaé found in the Ohara Kannonji
documents and the people of the Kohoku #iJk region, the northeastern section of present-day
Shiga prefecture. For example, the kaé by the Ohara-shi family related to Ohara Kannonji
include those by the various generations of titular heads of the family such as Mitsunobu #{5,
Mochitsuna ##8, Nobunari {5, Masasige B(H, and Takakata 5%, Many of these kadé were in
the Ashikaga JEF| style of the Asikaga shogunate family. There were also a great number of
kaé inscribed by samurai-class individuals, and it seems the style of their kaé was strongly
influenced by that of the Ohara-family. Another characteristic of the kaé found in these
documents is the fact that there are a relatively large number of kaé written by women.

Third, the article also considers the issues surrounding kad, such as the changes that
occurred within a single person’s kad, the succession to a kad, and the cases when kadé were
copied. As example of these issues can be seen in the indication of how the succession of inke
Bz%, princely priest families at Ohara Kannonji, and the succession of kaé among the priests

involved in Kannonji further complicate the historical document interpretation of kaé.

Keywords : Kas, Ohara Kannonji documents, Ashikaga style kab.
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