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A Reconsideration of the Sunagawa Blade Technique:
Some implications regarding the mobility of the hunter-gath-

erers during Japan's Upper Palaeolithic Age
SHIMADA Kazutaka

The Sunagawa blade technique, reconstructed from the assemblage of the
Sunagawa site in Saitama prefecture, has been known as one of the most
famous stone tool manufacturing processes of Japan's Upper Palaeolithic Age. In
this paper, 1 gave divided the assemblage from one site into tvo categories of
material. First: the same core assemblage which had already been reduced
before the site formation. Second: the same core assemblagd which would have
been reduced successively after the site formation. I then compared samples of
refitting collected from a number of sites, all of which are contained within each
of these two categories. This was an attempt to reconstruct the relationship
between the material consumption process and the stone tool manufacture
process, each of which were connected between sites.

In this manner, [ was able to indicate some implications of the mobility of the
Palaeolithic hunter-gatherers from the stand-point of their stone tool
manufacture, 1) the consumption of each raw material used in the Sunagawa
blade technique was equally distributed from one site to another. By this time it
is important to note that this equal material consumption distribution across
sites was closely related to the stone tool manufacturing process (i.e., the
Sunagawa blade technique.) 2) In other words, the same manufacturing
process, the Sunagawa blade technique, was only repeated in the same form
from site to site because of this manner of material distribution.

In conclusion we can discern that -the people who lived in the “Sunagawa
period” never chose to use higt levele of transportation skills for their materials.
Rather, they insisted on planning in advance for only a short cycle of material
consumption, which then allowed them to work under the same conditions in

each of the sites along their journey.
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