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A Poet in the Village: A Biographical Study of Asahi Akizu
SUZUKI Hideyuki

The poet Asahi Akizu lived from the end of the Edo period throughthe
early part of the Taisho era. This man loved sake, and had the habit of
roving with tattered clothes on.

This article atteempts to examine Japanese cultural history with focus
on this figure. Particularly, it tries to reveal the relationship of the for-
mation of village life, its maintenance and development to culture. In doing
so, the author would like to point out the signifiance of a study in history
of everyday life(a study in cultural history of every life in particular),
Since ccnventional interpretations of the history dealing with figures seem
to lack organic analyses and objective historical investigation, the author
makes efforts to overcome such gaps.

The first chapter presents the physical environment in which Asashi
Akizu was born and bred. Then the author describes people around him,
emphasizing nature and his living environment. He also examines Akizu’s
talents and personality.

The second chapter deals with the relationship between village life and
cultural activities. Particularly, the author seeks to clarify therealities of
the three topics, i.e. the period when Asashi Akizu served as a Shinto
priest, the period when he was a school teacher, and his life as a poet.
Analyzing Akizu walking around and pondering in the village, the author
presents his attempts to establish his own life style and ideas as influenced
by the social climate of the age and policies.

The third chapter describes the transformation of Akizu in the latter
part of the Meiji era(in his closing years). It focuses on how Akizu
responded to government guidance which aimed at reorganizing fundamen-
tally the people into a nation. In doing so, the author would like to reveal

how Japanese culture, local culture in particular, was transformed.
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