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Medical Doctors in Villages : A Case of the Tottori Han
in the Latter Part of the Edo Period

HIRANO Mitsuru

This article is based on Zaikata Shojihikae, a collection of documents
with focus on local affairs of the Tottori Han for 87 years from 1785
(Tenmei 5) to 1871 (Meiji 4).

It was not only village doctors that practiced medicine in the villages
of the Tottori Han in the latter part of the Edo period. The doctors
working for the clan, and sons and apprentices of home doctors of retainers
lived in villages and practiced medicine. These doctors, called ronin doctors
in the countryside, were allowed to have last names and swords. This
group of doctors includes those who originated from farmers and became
ronin doctors after working as apprentices of Han doctors. In addition,
there existed doctors who entered from other Hans, such as those getting
medical training while traveling across the Han, who were on their way
home from a pilgrimage to the Honganji Temple in Kyoto, and who
happened to visit on their way home from Nagasaki where they had
medical training. These doctors were requested by villagers in lodgings for
a long period of time and to engage in medicine. Doctors from various
backgrounds practiced medicine in the villages in the latter part of the
Edo period. Although the autor hardly referred to so-called village doctors,
who became doctors while keeping the status of peasant, due to the
limited availability of documents, he assumes that more country doctos
existed than were confirmed in this article. It is needless to say that
their presence was significant to villagers.

While solely dealing with types of presence of doctors in this article,
villagers came to demand knowledge ‘and culture more s_trongly than
before. It was nmot uncommon that some peasants earned knowledge and
techniques, and read books, and participated in meetings for haiku and
waka. As revealed in this article, there arose situations where those
people who earned knowlwdge andtecniques in response to demands on the

part of villagers were able to have opportunities to work beyond the
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limits of institutional barriers. It is assumed that the doctors who had not
only medical skills but also knowledge and culture had much influence
upon villagers. The author’s next research topic in the future is to explore
the role of doctors as intellectuals who dwelled in the villages.
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