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A Study of Surviving Retainers of the Gohojo Family
KANZAKI Akitoshi

One of the elements for the establishing premodern Japanese society was
the policy of separating soldiers from peasants. This policy was promoted
by the Oda and Toyotomi regimes. Consequently, resulted in a basic class
system, and the strongest class-oriented society in Japanese history was
created. In the process of inauguration of the Shogunate government at
Edo by the Tokugawa clan, their entry into the Kanto district constituted
a major moment in the transformation of the sengoku daimyo (a feudal
lord in the age of civil wars) to the daimyo of the early modern period,
and the policy of separating soldiers from peasants lay at the root of the
transformation, .

The Tokugawa family in the age of Five Nations, did not drive retainers
into soldiers and farmers, but when the clan entered the Kanto district, it
faced the matter of disposing of the former territory and retainers of the
Gohojo family, i.e. a matter of separating soldiers from peasants. By exa-
mining the transformation of the retainers into farmers in Sagami province,
it is pointed out that many surviving retainers such as former Tsukui-shu
(group of retainers called Tsukui), who used to have the characteris of
local warriors, lived in premodern villages which were founded on ranks
of families and tradition. They lived in villages as landowners and as
village officials economically and socially.

About one hundred and forty surviving retainers who served for the
Tokugawa clan were extracted from the Kanusei Jyushu Shokafu (A Genealogy
of Various Families). With only a few exceptions, the new fiefs were
assigned far away from the former territory. This very practice of cutting
apart from the former territory(the end of the period) meant the end of
the age of civil wars. The Tokugawa clan, in entering the Kanto district,
adopted the system of divided and dispersed fiefs to direct retainers of
the shogun, which became the clan’s basic pattern of controlling fiefs in
the premodern period.

There were some surviving retainers who rendered homag and service
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to the Tokugawa family. In controlling the territories under Tokugawa’s
immediate supervision as chief magistrates, the territories in their charge
were centered around their former territories. The territories under the
clan’s immediate supervision were siginificant in a society about to break
out civil wars in terms of the political, economic, and military points of
view. For this reason, the Tokugawa family had former feudal lords, who
were most familiar with the regions, govern the regionsas chief magis-
trates. These facts were revealed in analyzing the policy of separating

soldiers from peasants when the Tokugawa family entered the Kanto
district.
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