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_ Base Communities
and Island Revitalization in Okinawa

Kenji Yamauchi

This article focuses on the changing postwar family in Okinawa and
uses recent theories of island community. It draws on the specific expe-
rience of Sobe community in Yomitan Village.

This case study reveals that community identity is constructed not
from its attachment to place, but rather through the complex networks
of association among its members. After WWII, residents of Sobe were
forcibly removed from their land as a result of the construction of US
military bases. Yet throughout the postwar, this community was recon-
structed through the common experience of its members.

Several factors could predict a significant change in the family
structure within the Sobe community. Sobe residents were removed
from their land, and in the postwar period, faced a rapidly urbanizing
environment, and yet, the family structure remains remarkably similar
to that of prewar Sobe.

This suggests that the relationship between family structure and
land is less important to our understanding of contemporary life in Sobe

(337) 131



BEwE B2BRE2-35

than is the shared experiences of the mefnbers of the community.

As anthropologists studying family in island communities, we need
to acknowledge that the base communities in Okinawa have been a
significant location for the creation and sustenance of postwar culture.
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