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Prospects and Issues of Employment Support for People with Disabilities
—From the perspective of the Social Farm

KOBAYASHI Shigeru

In recent years, since the enactment of Services and Supports for Persons with Disabilities Act
(currently Act on Providing Comprehensive Support for the Daily Life and Life in Society of
Persons with Disabilities) in 2006, efforts to support the continuation of employment and transition
to employment have been expanding from vocational training to employment transition support. In
addition to conventional social welfare service corporation, private companies and business
establishments have recently revised a series of revisions to Act on Employment Promotion etc. of
Persons with Disabilities, and from the perspective of legal compliance and social responsibility,
employment of persons with disabilities has expanded, including the system of Special Subsidiary
Company.

Under these circumstances, efforts to create new work styles for people with disabilities called
“Social Firms” have been attracting attention in recent years. It is said to have started with the
movement to abolish psychiatric wards in Italy in the 1970s. This initiative, which was later
introduced mainly from Europe, such as the Netherlands, England, and Germany, is generally
considered to mean social enterprise. As a rule, these activities aimed at solving various social
issues and problems are carried out in accordance with the business methods of companies. It aims
to provide employment creation opportunities for people who are disadvantaged in the labor
market, such as people with disabilities, in line with normal working conditions, such as guaranteed
the minimum wage.

Based on these social farm initiatives and their philosophy, this paper specifically focuses on an
initiative called NOFUKU RENKEI (“Agriculture-Welfare Collaboration™) in order to explore the
possibility of creating new employment opportunities for people with disabilities in Japan. It is
expected that persons with disabilities will expand employment opportunities and opportunities by
engaging in agricultural work, and that persons with disabilities will play a new role in agriculture
as the agricultural population decreases.

It is noteworthy that activities of “Agriculture-Welfare Collaboration™ are spreading in response
to both the problem of abandoned farmland as a result of the difficulty of maintaining agriculture
due to the shortage of successors and workers for agriculture in rural areas and the task of
securing jobs that allow people with disabilities to earn equivalent to the minimum wage. However,
it is important to note that this does not mean that fields of agriculture and fields of welfare are
conveniently linked for the moment, but that it has been developed as an initiative with the
philosophy and intentionality of “changing agriculture and welfare for the better by opening

agriculture to diverse workers.”
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In this paper, we introduce some notable examples of these efforts based on literature and field
surveys studies and reveal the possibilities and challenges of social farms and agriculture-welfare

cooperation in future Japan.
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