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LIE R

Political Influence of the Satsuma Domain Government and
Sanjo Sanetomi toward the End of the Tokugawa Period,
Modern Japan

AKAT Makoto

This paper discusses the important roles that the Satsuma Domain government of
southern Kyushu and Sanjo Sanetomi (1837-1891) played in the politics toward the end of
the Tokugawa period, especially from 1863 to 1867 when Sanjo was out of Kyoto where the
emperor resided. Sanjo was a radical court noble who voiced for the exclusion of foreigners
from Japan at that time. Sanjo’s position was antagonistic to the Tokugawa Shogunate.

As an outcome of the political disturbance or counter-coup d’etat on the 18" of the
eighth month (lunar calendar, September 30 in the Gregorian calendar) in 1863, a group of
seven radical court nobles led by Sanjo had to leave Kyoto. The seven court nobles headed
for Choshii (present Yamaguchi Prefecture) because politicians of Choshii gave strong
support for Sanjo. On the 13" of the second month (March 20 in the Gregorian calendar),
1864, five of the seven court nobles led by Sanjo moved to the Dazaifu (in the present
Fukuoka Prefecture), the Kyushu representative of the central government of Japan. There,
the court nobles interacted with various individuals and also gained strong support from the
Satsuma domain government, which allowed the court nobles to conduct political activities.
Owing to Sanjo’s influence, information from various regions of Kyushu was collected at the
Dazaifu, which the governments of domains in Kyushu appreciated.

Furthermore, the author has made it clear that the government of the Satsuma Domain
resisted to the dispatch of Kobayashi Jinrokuro, a shogunate retainer, to the Chikuzen
Domain of northern Kyushu to summon Sanjo to Osaka near Kyoto in the 3" and 4™ months
of 1866 (lunar calendar). The reason for the resist was that the Satsuma Domain expected
Sanjo to act as the “symbol” of the aim for the unification of domains in Kyushu and the
court reform.

From the end of 1866 to the early 1867, the governments of the domains in Kyushu,
including Satuma and Chikuzen, took actions to return the five court nobles to Kyoto. These
actions were partially justified by Sanjo’s poor health at that time. Furthermore, the author
speculates that these actions were closely related to the position of the Chosha politicians
who had hoped to be forgiven for the active role in the political disturbance or counter-coup
d’etat on the 18" of the eighth month.

Keywords: Modern Japanese history, political history toward the end of the Tokugawa
period, Satsuma Domain of southern Kyushu, Dazaifu.
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