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Aspect of Salt Production in the Archaic Tokyo Bay in the
Final Jomon Period:

Analysis of Pottery Used for Salt Production in the Present

Kawaguchi City Region, Saitama Prefecture, Eastern Japan

MIYAUCHI Keisuke

It has become clear in recent years that salt was produced independently in the
western and eastern coastal areas of the deep interior of the Tokyo Bay, the areas now in
the southern Saitama Prefecture, such as Kawaguchi City, northern neighbor of the Tokyo
Metropolitan Prefecture. Although the discoveries of Jomon pottery used for salt production
are reported in the northern coastal area of the deep interior of the bay, which is now the
southern end of the Omiya Heights, data are still very incomplete, and the aspects are
unclear.

This paper introduces previously unpublished data of Final Jomon pottery, especially
whole vessels, used for salt production excavated at the Ishigami Shell Midden located in
the southern end of the Omiya Heights and at the Shingd Shell Midden located on the
Omiya Heights, both in Kawaguchi City. Some of the pottery used for salt production was
unused or nearly unused, which strongly suggests that these pieces of pottery were locally
produced for the local production of salt. This paper also introduces pottery used for salt
production excavated in low, wet land in the western neighbor of the Akayama Castle site,
Kawaguchi City, where horse chestnuts were soaked in fresh water. The examples
excavated in a low, wet land is important because it suggests the possibility that salt
crystals were extracted from condensed salt ash by boiling water.

Many questions still remain to be answered. Yet, the author points out the strong
possibility that salt was locally produced in the coastal areas of the deep interior of the
Tokyo Bay, using locally-produced pottery. Although the salt production in these areas was
of a small scale, the author speculates that salt was self-sufficient.

Keywords: Final Jomon period of prehistoric Japan, Kanto region of eastern Japan, salt
production, prehistoric Tokyo Bay.
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