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Examination of the Incipient Jomon Pottery Excavated at the
Sakanokoshi Site, Chiba Prefecture, Eastern Japan

ABE Yoshiro, YONEDA Minoru, KURISHIMA Yoshiaki, and SASAKI Yuka

Recent results of AMS radio carbon dating of the Incipient Jomon pottery clearly
indicate that pottery came to be used some 16,000 years ago in the late Pleistocene. This
strongly suggests that the use of pottery started prior to the post-Pleistocene global
warming in the Japanese islands. This also demands a new explanation for the adoption of
pottery in the human history. To respond to this demand, the authors consider typological
methods necessary, besides radio carbon dating.

Previously, Japanese Jomon specialists considered that the temporal change in pottery
assemblages from the late Incipient Jomon period to the beginning of the Initial Jomon
period that took place from 12,000 to 10,000 cal BC was smooth. While the late Incipient
Jomon pottery was characterized by multiple cord markings, the very early Initial Jomon
pottery was characterized by twisted cord markings. In recent years, however, it has
become clear that the assemblage of pottery characterized by multiple cord markings in
fact include a variety of pottery types. This demands typological re-examination of the late
Incipient Jomon pottery.

In this paper, the authors typologically analyzed Jomon pottery excavated at the
Sakanokoshi site, Chiba Prefecture, eastern neighbor of Tokyo Metropolitan Prefecture, and
discovered that the same kinds of tools were used for applying different decorative patterns
to the pottery surface. In addition, the results of AMS radio carbon dating of charred
materials remaining on the inner pottery surface suggest that the pottery was used during
the final phase of the Incipient Jomon period. These two lines of evidence suggest that the
assemblage of pottery excavated at the Sakanokoshi site should be distinguished as a new
type of Incipient Jomon pottery. Accordingly, the authors propose to refer to as the
Sakanokoshi type.

Keywords: AMS radio carbon dating, pottery typology, Incipient Jomon period of very early
prehistoric Japan, Jomon pottery, pottery surface decoration technique.
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