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Installation of Waterworks by a Private Company in Late
Nineteenth Century Japan: With Reference to the
Case of the Senkawa Water Company in Tokyo

MORISHIMA Tomoyuki

This paper examines the purpose of installing waterworks by a private company in the
fourth quarter of the nineteenth century in Tokyo. To achieve the goal, the author
approaches from the standpoint of those who founded a private company, rather than local
governments. This is necessary and important because previous researches in the fields of
economic history and business history have dealt with this issue only from the perspectives
of national and local governments. This is inevitable because in Japan local governments
were thought to have been responsible for the installation of waterworks.

As an example of a private company, the author draws attention to the case of the
Senkawa Water Company in Tokyo. The company was established by IWASAKI Yataro
and a few other people, most notably members of the Maeda Family whose head served as
the most influential daimyo during the Tokugawa period, to revitalize the Senkawa
Waterworks that was originally dug in 1696. The original purpose of the establishment of
the company by local people who resided along the Senkawa Waterway between
Komagome in the northern suburbs of Tokyo and downtown Tokyo, was to allocate funding
for the installation of waterwork. Once IWASAKI and members of the Maeda Family
became the key members of the company, the company began to raise water bill and also to
maintain the facilities, including the waterway.

The water supplied by the company was not only used as tap water for local residences
and the mansions of the Maeda and Iwasaki Families, but also used to fill water in ponds in
their gardens of the mansions. This clearly indicates that the founders of the Senkawa
Water Company established the company not only for the local communities along the
waterway but also for their private gardens. The installation of waterworks by a private
company was very much influenced by the funders’ intentions.

Keywords: Modern Japanese history, private company, waterworks, water company.
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