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W DEMIOWTIE, ¥ 75y Aamy—F7)V M (SRS KR, K
CE T WY V) OmEl (B 3%) [ ERVD 5,

RN V2L CTIVNE S YN = W8 L BN TR TR e T ED PN
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Examination of the Idea of a Museum as Implied in the Report of
the Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the United
States and Europe (1878)

KOMAMI Kazuo

The purposes of this paper are to grasp KUME Kunitake’'s (1839-1931) understanding
about museums and to clarify the historical significance of Kume's discussion on museums
in the context of the development of Japanese perspectives on museums in the late
nineteenth century when a museum as an institution and system was virtually unknown in
Japan. Kume was a historian and Confucian scholar. Kume and 44 other statesmen and
diplomats accompanied Ambassador IWAKURA Tomomi (1825-1883) who visited the United
States and Europe from December 23, 1871 to September 13, 1873. Once the mission
returned to Japan, Kume compiled and wrote the Report of the Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary to the United States and Europe (1878).

The Report includes Kume’s discussions on museums they visited in the United States
and Europe. Not only did Kume describe the facilities and exhibitions of museums, but
KUME also compared the Japanese and East Asian ideas of museums with the European
and American ideas of museums in order to approach the essence and universal principles
of museums.

In order to grasp Kume’s understanding about a museum as an institution, the author
examines how the English term “museum” and other institutions, such as aquarium and
observatory, was translated into Japanese. The author observes that the translated terms in
Japanese came to be definite when the Report was published. The author then analyzes
Kume’s discussion on museums from the standpoint of Kume'’s ideological background based
on the education he had received, in order to understand Kume’s recognition of the role and
contribution of museums. The author observes that Kume attempted to place a museum in
the context of Japanese ideology.

Kume’s recognition of a museum in the context of Japanese ideology is very unique at
that time and should be distinguished from other Japanese scholars knowledgeable about
the Western culture in the late nineteenth century. FUKUZAWA Yukichi (1835-1901) was a
representative of such Japanese scholars. Fukuzawa visited the United States in 1860 and
1867 and Europe in 1862 and published the Sezyd Jijo [Western Circumstances] in 1866, 1868,
and 1870. Scholars represented by Fukuzawa made every effort to Westernize Japan and
described aspects of museums in that context.

Kume could not make the philosophy of a museum clear, and therefore his discussion
on a museum in the Report exerted little influence on the subsequent Japanese policies
concerning museums in Japan. This was so also because his recognition and understanding
of museums based on his Confucian ideology characteristic of the Tokugawa regime was
likely to be ignored in the early Meiji era when Japan attempted to Westernize itself.

Still, Kume's thoughtful attitude toward a museum would have been very meaningful in
order for Japan to adopt a museum as an institution and system. Japan's lack of examining
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museum from ideological and philosophical perspectives is one of many reasons why
Japanese museums do not retain philosophy today.

Keywords: Museum philosophy, Confucian ideology, Japanese museums, early Meiji era
history of modern Japan.
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