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Reexamination of the Tenjin site, a base for obsidian
distribution during the latter half of the Early Jomon period:
based on the results of obsidian source identification

Yasuo Hosaka ' *, Takuto Kanai * and Nobuyuki Ikeya °

Abstract

The Tenjin site in Yamanashi Prefecture has received much attention as a hub of obsidian distribution during the
Moroiso stage of the Early Jomon Period. Daikubara (2002, 2008), a leading researcher of obsidian distribution, has
identified the Tenjin site as having played an important role in obsidian distribution. However, Daikubara’s research was
based on identifying the source of origin based on the extracted samples, and it did not fully identify the specific source
of obsidian from Shinshu. Therefore, the current authors approximated the origin of ‘all” obsidian samples that had been
excavated from pit-dwellings at the Tenjin site and three sites in the Kofu Basin; furthermore, the authors examined the
obsidian distribution and reexamined the characteristics of the Tenjin site.

The amounts of obsidian artifacts and geological obsidian were high at the Tenjin site during the Moroiso b-middle,
b-new, and c-new periods in the SWHD (i.e., Suwa-Hoshigadai, belonging to Shinshu) obsidian. In particular, SWHD
geological obsidian was more abundant at the Tenjin site than at the Kofu Basin sites. The Tenjin site had large-sized
SWHD geological obsidian, while the other sites of origin had only small-sized geological obsidian (<100 g). The
maximum weight of the SWHD geological obsidian was heavier at the Tenjin site than at the other sites in the Moroiso
b-new-type stage. The production of Ishisaji stone knives at the Tenjin site, centering on the SWHD, was understood to
have been carried out during the Moroiso b-new-type stage.

Based on the discussion above, we suggest that the Tenjin site was a hub of obsidian distribution during the Moroiso

b-middle, b-new, and c-new stages, but that this character may have varied slightly from period to period.

Keywords : Moroiso stage, obsidian source identification, SWHD (i.e., Suwa-Hoshigadai, belonging to Shinshu)

obsidian, ishisaji stone knives
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