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Analysis of studies in the history of Western museums in Japan

KAWASAKI Mao

This paper analyzes how the history of Western museums in Japan has been
studied and described in literature. It discusses the understanding of the concept of
“museums” in Japanese museology. The analysis of three types of literature, “Japanese
texts of museology,” “specialized studies of museum history,” and “studies of museum
ideology,” shows that the historical study of Western museums in Japan has revolved deep
discussion by organizing historical facts and by thinking of what those facts mean for

European countries.
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