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Intellectuals’ Perceptions of Foreign Policy and International Order
in the Interwar Period: Focusing on TAKAGI Yasaka's analysis

WATATI Seiichiro

This paper analyzes the interwar period foreign policy and perception of the
international order in Japan and the U.S. by the Japanese specialist of American studies
TAKAGI Yasaka. Takagi's discourse emphasizes the coexistence of nationalism and
emphasis on international cooperation. This paper clarifies the formation process and
evolution of his perceptions from the viewpoint that the two are logically consistent.
Furthermore, it examines how pro-U.S. intellectuals in the same period perceived the U.S.
and international order.

In analyzing the development of democracy in the U.S. Takagi, who positively
recognized territorial expansion with military force, also understood the imperialist policies
toward Latin America in the past. In addition, in his analysis of the U.S. foreign policy in the
1920s, he affirmed Manifest Destiny and the territorial expansion based on it from a moral
aspect, and by showing continuity and similarity with it, he made a positive recognition of
the Far East policy.

This same framework was observed in understanding Japan's peculiarities and
arguments supporting its rights and interests during the Manchurian Incident. The Pacific
region’s uniqueness was already recognized in the late 1920s, leading to the proposal for the
reconstructing regional peace in 1933. However, the regionalist content, which demanded
compromise on the part of the existing order and “great powers,” drew criticism and raised
concerns about Japan's external expansion. To overcome this, Takagi later argued that
Japan should show compromise on the premise that the US. and UK. would implement a
review of their foreign policies. However, by the end of the 1930s, the U.S. foreign policy
was considered to have become more intransigent, and one of the foundations of
conventional perceptions was lost.

From the above, perceptions formed through the study of the U.S. became the basis for
following realpolitik and insisting on international cooperation in the 1930s when Japan’s
international isolation and nationalist tendencies strengthened. In Takagi's perception and
discourse, we can see the efforts of pro-U.S. intellectuals of the time to maintain consistency
in their own perceptions and arguments.

Keywords: American Studies in Japan, international coordination, understanding of foreign
policy, understanding of international order, Takagi Yasaka
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