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HI

Position of Sanjo Sanetomi in the Context of Japanese History
from 1861 to 1865:
With Focus on Sanjo’s Stay in the Chosha Domain

AKAT Makoto

Japanese historians are recently re-evaluating the contribution of Sanjo Sanetomi (1837-
1891). Reflecting this recent trend, the author considers the political position that Sanjo
occupied in the history from 1861 to 1865, focusing on his stay in the Chosht Domain
[present Yamaguchi Prefecture] from 1863 to 1865.

Sanjo was a court noble and started political activities in the fifth month (lunar
calendar) of 1862. Since then, he stood in the limelight of politics as a reformer of the court
council. Because he interacted closely with extremists in the Choshi and Tosa [present
Kochi Prefecture] Domains, he came to be considered as the leader of exclusionists in the
court. This had impact on people’s view on Sanjo while he was away from Kyoto.

As an outcome of the political disturbance or counter-coup d’etat on the 18" of the
eighth month (lunar calendar, September 30 in the Gregorian calendar) in 1863, Sanjo and
six other court nobles left Kyoto for Chosha. Together the seven court nobles started to
exercise influence on various people in order to realize the “exclusionism.” The seven court
nobles also constructed a network of people for the “state affairs.” It is noteworthy that,
while the base of the network was on the western regions of Japan, the network extended
partially to regions in eastern Japan.

After the Choshi exclusionist soldiers were defeated at the occasion of the Kin'mon
Mutiny of the 19™ of the seventh month (lunar calendar, August 20 in the Gregorian
calendar) in 1864, those in support of exclusionism, including Sanjo and four other court
nobles’ were put in an extremely difficult position. Movements started to expel the
exclusionists from the administration of the Choshii Domain. Sanjo also started to exercise
influence in order to roll back.

At the same time, various factions debated where these five court nobles should be put
under house-arrest. At that time, politicians of the Satsuma [present western Kagoshima
Prefecture] and Chikuzen [present northwestern Fukuoka Prefecture] Domains attempted
to exercise influence on this issue. This resulted in the close cooperation between the two
domains. This cooperation was one of the results of Sanjo’s previously creating broad
network of people.

The author’s analysis has clarified the historical significance of Sanjo’s political position
before 1866 and of the seven court nobles leaving Kyoto in 1863.

Keywords: Modern Japanese history, political history, era prior to the Meiji Restoration,
court nobles.

1 One of the seven nobles left the group on the 28" day of the ninth month in 1863, and another died on the
25" day of the fourth month in 1864.
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