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Duel among Members of Parliament and Parliamentary Politics:
With Special Reference to the French Third Republic (1870-1914)

TANIGUCHI Ryosei

The time of the French Third Republic (1870-1914) is considered as the “Golden Age”
of parliamentarism, and it was the time when “eloquence” played the major role. It was also
the time when duels took place frequently between politicians and between journalists. This
seemingly contradictory situation is quite noteworthy. The purpose of this paper is, then, to
compile and introduce facts and examples of duels between members of the parliament in
the early phase of the French Third Republic in order to advance a study on the French
parliamentary politics at that time. The author also considers if his perspective from the
duels between members of the parliament would be valid for analysis of the parliamentary
politics.

Chapter One of this paper overviews who participated in duels and how at that time.
The author confirms that the major aspect of the duels in the early phase of the French
Third Republic was that the great majority of the duels were between politicians and
journalists. These duels were frequently induced by matters related to the parliamentary
politics.

Chapter Two clarifies how members of the parliament viewed duels based on debates
in the Chamber of Deputies over the abolishment of duels. Some members considered duels
“barbarian” as opposed to “civilized,” but such a view did not attract the attention of the
majority of the members. To start with, the social and public view on duels would have to
be changed in order to abolish the duels. Accordingly, the majority of the members of the
parliament felt powerless and resigned themselves to their “powerlessness.”

Chapter Three describes the reality of duels between members of the parliament, with
special reference to the duel of Georges Clemanceau. This example strongly suggests that
what induced the duels were inseparable from the parliamentary politics. The duels
discussed in this paper are indeed closely related to the parliamentary politics.

Keywords: Modern French history, French Third Republic, Parliamentary politics, Duel
(Dueling)
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