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38 — Abstract —

Functional Specialization of Jomon Pottery:

Approach from Firing Technique and Ceramic Assemblages

ABE Yoshiro

Abstract: Jomon pottery appeared some 15,000 years ago, which is one of the oldest ceramics
in the world. Investigation into the functional specialization of Jomon pottery contributes to our
understanding about the nature of the 10,000-year long Jomon period because pottery must have
been an essential item in the daily life of Jomon people.

To approach functional specialization of Jomon pottery, the author looks into “treatment of
blackening” Jomon pottery that was prevalent from the Late (ca. 4,400~3,200 cal BP) to Final (ca.
3,200~2,500 cal BP) phases of the Jomon period. Previous researches have failed to clarify the ratio
of pottery whose surfaces were blackened within the entire pottery assemblage and within each
functional type of pottery. In order to solve these problems, the author has analyzed 3,115 pottery
sherds that were excavated at six relevant sites in the Kanto and Chiibu regions of eastern Japan.
The purpose of the analysis is to determine when the treatment of blackening pottery appeared
and to what functional type of pottery this treatment was adopted. The results of the analysis are

as follows:

1. A clear correlation between functional types and types of blackened pottery appeared
after the early sub-phase of the Late Jomon period or the Horinouchi 2 stage (4,200 cal BP)
when Jomon pottery became more functionally specialized.

2. The types of pottery whose surface was blackened were the finely made small jar for
cooking, shallow bowl, and spouted pot.

3. Deep jars for cooking that comprised more than 70% of the pottery assemblage were not
blackened.

The results above indicate that the surfaces of finely made types of Jomon pottery were
blackened in response to the increased functional specialization of pottery in the Late Jomon
period. The purpose of blackening pottery surface, whether it was decorative or functional,
remains to be investigated.

Keywords: Late Jomon period of prehistoric Japan, Jomon pottery, pottery firing technique,

pottery assemblage.
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