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Rites of Placing the Dead in a Coffin and the Development of
the Rites from the End of Western Han to the Wei and Jin
Dynasties in Ancient China, from the Perspective of a List of
Personal Cloths and Belongings

SUZUKI Naomi

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the contribution of a list of personal cloths and

belongings to the rites of placing the dead in a coffin from the end of Western Han to Wei

and Jin Dynasties (from the end of the first century B.C. to A.D. fifth century) of ancient

China. To achieve the goal, the author first examines the content of and inventory method

of a list of personal cloths and belongings, and then compares the list with descriptions of
funerary rituals in the Shisangli 1524l and Jixili FE4 %L sections of the Yili [#&%L]. The
author also considers how richly-furnished burials changed over time by examining items

and numbers listed in a list of personal cloths and belongings since Western Han. The

author has reached the following three conclusions.

1.

According to the Jixilz, lists of those offered to the dead and of those deposited with the
dead were read aloud, and the items in the lists were displayed prior to carrying out a
coffin out of a funeral site. A previous research has pointed out that at the funeral of
Emperor Daizong of Tang China items to be deposited in a coffin were read aloud
during a dalian K& rite of placing the dead in the coffin. The list of personal cloths and
belongings was also deposited in the coffin, which made it impossible to read aloud the
list at the time of carrying the coffin out of the funeral site. The author suspects that, by
the same token, a list was read aloud and the items to be deposited with the dead were
displayed at the time of placing the dead in a coffin from the end of Western Han to Wei
and Jin Dynasties.

The inventory method of a list of personal cloths and belongings discovered in the
Yinwan M6 is a fairly accurate reflection of various stages of funerary rituals from
putting cloths on the dead to placing the dead in a coffin, as described in the Shisangli.
In fact, it is apparent that other lists of personal cloths and belongings went through
several revisions and rewritings, with the aim to accurately record who offered what to
the dead in the course of preparation of funerary ritual. It is clear that special attention
was paid to avoid hinderance in the process of reading aloud the list and of displaying
items listed at the rite of placing the dead in a coffin.

Based on lists of personal cloths and belongings in northern Jiangsu and Shangdong
Provinces toward the end of Western Han, a ritual existed of putting numerous cloths
on the dead from the time of one’s death to the time of placing the dead in a coffin. In
regions south of the Yangtze River, a practice of putting numerous cloths continued
until the end of Western Jin Dynasty. This was probably influenced by a custom of
richly furnished burials of Western Han. As the center of the Jin Dynasty moved to the
south, however, the number of cloths drastically decreased in the regions south of
Yangtze River. This was the result of the Wei and Jin practice of simple burials diffused
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to these regions. This should be distinguished from the very local case of Gansu
Province where only personal cloths was put on the dead, which was not necessarily
related to the case of Wei and Jin practice.

Keywords: ancient China from the end of the first century, B.C. to the beginning of the fifth

century, A.D; list of personal cloths and belongings; rite of placing the dead in a coffin; richly
furnished burial vs. simple burial.
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