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Synopsis : This study examines the concept of medical autonomy among Japanese physicians. This issue is reflected in
discussions about the decline of medical autonomy, which is an attempt to reconceptualize professional autonomy.
We will compare the éoncepts of medical autonomies between Japan and America from a historical approach in order

This study suggests that in America

physicians enjoy structured autonomy and authority as members of an occupational association, through the struggle in

to elucidate the unique features in the autonomy of Japanese physicians.

the process of establishing medical policy. On the other hand, the autonomy obtained by Japanese physicians is
considered as dominance over clients and other health-care occupations. Our results indicate that the Japanese
concept of medical autonomy differs from its American counterpart, which is fundamentally based on professional
sociology (like America), and that medical autonomy among Japanese physicians is related to organizational
mechanisms and the concept of dominance.

Keywords : medical autonomy based on occupational association, medical autonomy relating on organization, medical
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